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MINUTES OF WSAQM AREA MEETING AT TAUNTON MH APRIL 23RD 2022 (BLENDED)
Clerk Anna Mullett, Assistant Clerk Phil Parratt
21/22 Our reading this morning was from Alex Wildwood’s 1991 Swarthmore Lecture ‘A Faith to Call Our Own.’
22/22 Local Meeting Representatives
Bridgwater
Gilly Lee
Burnham on Sea
unable to appoint
Ilminster
Margaret Stenhouse, Russ Chapman
Minehead
Faith Cartwright, Lyn Barlow
Spiceland
Ali Dominy, John Bell
Taunton
Peter Burgoine, Sheila Harvey
Wellington
Avril Silk, Sheila Whitlock
23/22 Membership
We have received a report on the visit made to Keith Garner by Ali Dominy and Kate Warren on March
4th and are very pleased to welcome Keith into membership. We appoint Peter Burgoine to visit him.
24/22 Nominations
We appoint Pat Ebdon to serve as our representative to SACRE from April 2022 – April 2025.
25/22 Appointments for the Solemnisation of Marriage
We are very pleased to appoint a MfW for the solemnisation of marriage between Joe Hague and Nicola
Ashmore at 11.30 am on Friday June 3rd 2022 at Spiceland Meeting House.
We are very pleased to appoint a MfW for the solemnisation of marriage between Valda Dagnell and Russ
Chapman at 10.30 on Sunday 19th June at Ilminster Meeting, Sweet Surprise Ilminster.
26/22 Life of Meetings
(a) Taunton
Friends have continued to meet on zoom and in person since March last year. They have begun a new
system of clerking in their business meetings whereby Friends clerk for a limited period. Although social events
have been limited, Friends have been active in local concerns. The full report will appear in the Newsletter.
(b) Ilminster
Friends have been able to meet in person since April 2021. Numbers are sometimes low and some
Friends have not been able to attend through illness or change of circumstances. However, Ilminster Friends
have remained active including organising events around Big Green Week last year and the planting of trees for
the Quaker Dispersed Community Orchard. The full report will appear in the Newsletter.
27/22 Reports
(a) Trustees
We have received a report from Trustees. A primary concern is the small number of Trustees, more
are needed. A review has begun on our employment policies and practices.
(b) Citizens
There will be a Citizens Accountability Assembly on Monday 25th April at Taunton Methodist Church.
Please attend if you can. Refreshments will be provided from 5.30; the main session will begin at 6pm. Friends
can register on arrival.
(c) Sufferings.
Discussion of the report focussed very much on simpler meetings and the implications of this at every
level. We thank Fran and Ali for this report which will appear in the Newsletter.
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(d) Quaker Life
The meeting considered the topic of six questions in the report which would be relevant for discussion
at our local meetings. Anna will forward the questions when she has them.
(e) QCCIR
We have received two reports from our representatives Margaret Stenhouse and Peter Burgoine
offering differing interesting highlights. We considered the need for good technical equipment given that Zoom
and similar programmes will be an ongoing part of our communications in the future.
28/22 Post COP26 the next steps for West Somerset Area Meeting
A report from the Earth Action Group has been sent to our LMs in the hope that LMs might meet to
discern on its topic – how Friends individually and as Meetings might take forward our Quaker commitment to the
Earth. We have heard many responses and ideas from Friends in response to the report. Our Friend Valda
Dagnell at Ilminster needs support in organising this year’s Big Green Week activities in September. If Friends
can help please contact Valda on valdadagnell@gmail.com
We thank John Ainsworth for his report and ask him to collate these ideas and send them to our LMs and
also to arrange a meeting to take these ideas forward. We encourage all LMs to find ways to discern and
respond.
29/22 Recommendations from AM Treasurer.
The Treasurer presented draft accounts for WSAQM 2021 to trustees at their recent meeting. A surplus of
£39,000 in funds to our reserves policy is identified and a recommendation agreed by Trustees for the
consideration of AM. Our premises reserve is set to cover a significant unplanned property maintenance issue (“a
roof refurbishment”) and has been kept at £30,000 for some years. It is proposed to increase the reserve by
£5,000 per year for three years until it reaches £45,000 to reflect increased costs. It is proposed to use the
remaining £34,000 surplus to reduce the mortgage held on Taunton Meeting House (incurred in the renovation).
The mortgage balance is a little above £35,000 but would be eliminated during 2022. Interest paid on the
mortgage is higher with the increases in interest rates and there is a cost saving in eliminating the mortgage
above £1,000 per year. These proposals were accepted by the meeting. The Draft Accounts will be
circulated with these minutes.
30/22 Taunton Meeting House Management Committee
TMHMC wish to revisit their vision for Taunton Meeting House and ask how Friends are witnessing to our
Quaker faith. The Committee propose a threshing meeting to be arranged to involve Friends across the Area
meeting. We are happy to support TMHMC in their wish for a threshing meeting.
31/22 Spiceland Land management.
Friends at Spiceland Meeting have been inspired to consider how land around the Meeting House might
be used to better serve our Quaker commitment to the Earth. A proposal has been drafted (and circulated) to
improve the biodiversity and carbon carrying capacity of fields around Spiceland. The proposals are carefully
considered with the advice of Tony Lane, a Chartered Surveyor with appropriate knowledge. The costs involved
amount to some £7,500 to be met from grant applications, with the support of donations and AM funds.
Area Meeting is the owner of our Meeting Houses and associated land and is asked to support Spiceland
Friends in this proposal. We are happy to support Spiceland Friends in their exciting proposal for land at
Spiceland. Friends in AM who wish to get involved with the project should contact Sarah Bovey at Spiceland
Meeting.
32/22 Working towards Simpler Meetings
Area Meeting has discussed on several occasions improvements to its use of internet technology. Pip
Harris has explained the use Devon and Cornwall Area Meetings have made of the Quaker Network Website and
Intranet apps. The thought of improving our use of Social Media also recurs. To make practical progress we
need to engage Friends across AM who have the enthusiasm, knowledge and skills (or some among these!) to
form a Working Group.
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Phil Parratt is asked to convene the Working Group to take forward developments in our use of technology
relating to Website, Intranet and Social Media. It is hoped that the Group will appoint a clerk and determine terms
of reference, reporting to future Area Meetings. Interested Friends should contact Phil.
33/22 A proposal to arrange a Meeting for Learning
Fran has brought a proposal for a meeting for learning with a member of the Book of Discipline Revision
Group. We ask Fran to take this forward. A session on this subject will be available to join at BYM.
34/22 Date of Next Meeting
We thank Taunton meeting for their hospitality and hope to meet again at the next Area Meeting at
Spiceland on July 16th. The next Business Team meeting is on June 7th.
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ILMINSTER LM LIFE OF MEETING REPORT
After the winter lock-down of 2020/21 we recommenced our Meetings for Worship in “Sweet Surprise”, the property
we rent in Silver Street, Ilminster, on April 11th 2021. From that time, when we met with masked faces for a mere
half-hour, refraining from shaking hands and exiting at the end of the meeting while keeping so-called social
distancing, our weekly Meetings for Worship have continued every Sunday until the present. Fortunately, our
Meetings for Worship now resemble those of pre-Covid days in almost every appearance except attendance.
Previously we would set out twelve chairs and occasionally there would be need for extra. These days we
optimistically set out ten chairs and even then, usually fail to fill them.
Of course, we have an aging demographic where all but a few are over seventy years.
Two of our staunchest members have moved home in the last couple of years - Eve Northey and Pam
Burton. Eve now lives in Vaughan Lee Residential Home in Ilminster. Although Eve remains in good health and
excellent spirits it has proved impossible for her to attend MfW.
Pam Burton now finds herself in a residential home in Barnet, London. Although her memory has
deteriorated she still practices her piano playing and probably greets everyone with, “Do I know you?”, as she
always used to do while in Ilminster – one never knowing how much in earnest the enquiry was.
Recently, another stalwart of our Meeting, Elspeth (Kirstie) Waldie, has been a patient in Musgrove Park
since early February and it looks likely that she won't be discharged for another couple of weeks. We miss the
three of them very much.
Thinking about Elspeth - she was a prime mover in organising “The Ilminster Great Big Green Week” back
in September 2021 and successfully encouraged Ilminster Friends to involve themselves in the event.
This report about the happenings during the week of “The Ilminster Great Big Green Week” was penned
by our Friend Elspeth Waldie last autumn:
Great Big Green Week, a national week organised by the Climate Coalition, had the purpose this year of sending
a clear message to politicians in the run-up to COP26. The event ran between 18th and 26th September and
involved more 200.000 people countrywide participating in over 5000 events.
Ilminster Quaker Meeting first heard about the Great Big Green Week towards the end of July. It already
seemed a little late to get organised, but we discussed the possibility of holding an event for Fairtrade. Little did
we know then how things were to develop. We were shortly to discover that nothing else had as yet been planned
locally, but several people were interested, and so somehow we found ourselves taking a lead role in developing
a whole week of activities in the town - setting up a steering committee and encouraging and co-ordinating the
participation of others.
The resultant Ilminster Great Big Green Week consisted of seventeen events over the nine-day period involved some nineteen organisations in and around Ilminster, and gained the participation not only of the Town
Council but also of our MP, Marcus Fysh.
Amongst the many events there was a tree planting, open allotments, green quiz, bird walk, textile
exhibition, library display, vigil, climate march, apple juicing and much else.
Ilminster Quaker Meeting took direct responsibility for running three events - a Fairtrade Coffee Morning
and Bake Off which we ran in conjunction with Ilminster Fairtrade, a talk on sustainable gardening given by our
very own gardening expert, Sally Nex, and a series of short, five-minute-dramas directed by our Friend Valda
Dagnell and gleaned from the book produced by Climate Change Theatre Action.
The whole week ended with an event on the recreation ground involving music as well as the dramas,
and all sorts of fun activities for children. The Week, in fact, was good fun for us all - and we hope very much that
it served to increase awareness of issues surrounding the environment. More than anything else, however, we
trust that it left our MP in no doubt whatsoever, as to just how much Ilminster cares about the protection of our
planet.
We continue to be active in ecumenical gatherings taking part in the “Minster Christmas Tree Festival”
again this year after our non-participation the previous year due to the manner in which the donations were to be
shared out among participating charities. As a result, we were able to donate £52.20 to “Open Door”, the Taunton
Charity for the Homeless.
Our Meeting continues to be involved with the provision of “Food Bank” and “Food Share”, both of which
are now dispensed from the Minster Rooms.
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In 2021, we again laid a wreath of Red and White Poppies on the War Memorial – the only one displaying
White Poppies. The service outside for the actual wreath laying was not as prolonged as in previous years when
every person and group was called individually to lay a wreath. The first ten or twelve wreath layers – the 'Great
and the Good' - were called by name, then everyone who hadn't laid a wreath up until that point was asked to do
so, giving due regard to 'Social distancing' to avoid a great rush. As a consequence, the outdoor Service was
appreciably shorter and at the end of the Service, one's feet were substantially warmer than in previous years.
We continue to support our Special Charity Concern, Purple Field Productions, which is involved in Sierra
Leone, Malawi, Kenya and Tanzania. Collections for PFP are made every other month of the year and despite not
being able to collect during the first three months of 2021, we were still able to collect £224.12 for PFP during 2021.
Collections for the other charities are made in the intervening months.
Having planted the first four fruit-trees of our “Quaker Community Dispersed Orchard” project in the
Autumn of 2020 we failed to plant any trees last year. However, this Spring, we managed to augment the original
four saplings with a further nine fruit-trees planted in a different location. We look upon our “Quaker Community
Dispersed Orchard” project very much as another Special Charity Concern. Every Sunday, a donation box for
“TREES” is included next to the two other donation boxes for Ilminster Meeting and the charity of the month.
In early March Ilminster Friends supported the Ilminster Fairtrade stall outside Tesco. It was a cold
Saturday and there was a deal of feet shuffling and stamping. Valda appeared to be exceptionally able to
'buttonhole' passers-by and drew their attention to how many outlets for Fairtrade goods were to be found in our
town. Not for nothing has our town been named a “Fairtrade Town”.
Our Meeting House Steering Committee continues to search for a Meeting House in Ilminster but without
success - but we feel we must keep looking. And as I write I have been messaged to say that a viewing has been
arranged of a property for sale in Silver Street tomorrow morning. ould this be the property we've been looking for?
Perhaps there will be some news to share with Friends before this report is sent to Area Meeting Clerks
tomorrow.
To put it concisely, the property was not suitable.
Huw Morgan
QUAKER CONCERN OVER POPULATION ART COMPETITION SPRING 2022
Invitation to enter
QCOP are a Quaker recognised body established to raise concern about population. We
believe there are too many people on the planet currently using far too much of the Earth’s
renewable resources. Each extra birth increases consumption and each extra birth in the
rich countries increases consumption far more than a birth in the developing world. It is
obvious to us that this cannot go on! To help spread our concern we are organising an art
competition for a picture or poster which highlights the issue. These can be up to A3 size,
in any medium but must be 2D. There will be three categories:
12 and under, Teenage and Adult
Entries will be displayed on a special page on the QCOP Website (qcop.org.uk) and Friends will be invited to
choose one from each category which they feel best conveys our concern. These views, along with the views of
our 3 QCOP judges, will decide the winning entries. There will be a prize of £100 for the entry in each category
which is considered to deliver the message most effectively. The three winning entries will be displayed on the
website.
Entries should be submitted by email as a photograph to davidtinsley@yahoo.co.uk giving name, age and email
address of the entrant.
It is then hoped that as Meeting Houses reopen it will be possible to offer art displays to raise this issue with
Friends.
The competition will start in May with a closing date of May 31st. Winners will be announced at the QCOP AGM
on Wednesday 29th June at 19.00.
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THE LIFE OF TAUNTON MEETING

APRIL 2021 to end MARCH 2022.

With the Corona virus still very much in evidence, this has been another challenging year for Friends in Taunton.
The Meeting House re-opened in March 21, with limited numbers able to attend in person, and under strict Covid
regulations. Blended meetings, using Zoom, started again, and continued to be of benefit. These blended meeting
continue to be offered on the 4th Sunday in the month, and for Area Meetings. Evening Meetings re-started on the
first Sunday in August, but are currently limited to the first and third Sundays. It is hoped that it will be possible to
start welcoming people to Drop into Silence on Thursdays in the course of the coming year.
There are readings at all Meetings from Advices and Queries, Quaker Faith and Practice or This We Can
Say.
Meetings for Learning have continued on Zoom, and two Taunton Friends set up a new and very welcome
Listening Group, which meets in person.
Corona Virus regulations have meant that we have seen few children at The Meeting House in the past
year, but they have not been forgotten, and we hope to welcome more in the months ahead.
It was with sadness that we heard of the death of Gillian (April 2021) and Monty (March 2022) Jamison.
We have enjoyed their presence at Meeting over many years. They will both be greatly missed.
We observed an increase in visitors shortly after restrictions were lifted. As usual, they were offered
literature and information, as well as the welcoming cup of tea!
Business Meetings have been held every two months, mainly on Zoom, over the past year, but
increasingly in person. In December 2021 a Meeting for Clearness was called to discern the way forward for the
appointment of a new clerk. We already had a system of a rotating assistant clerk, but it had proved impossible to
appoint a clerk for the next triennium. It was agreed that as from 1st January 2022, Taunton Meeting would trial the
appointment of a Clerk and an assistant clerk for six months at a time, with the two posts overlapping for the sake
of stability. This system will be reviewed later in the year.
Several Taunton Friends serve on central BYM committees. The support of staff of Britain Yearly Meeting
has been appreciated during these times of constantly changing regulations.
It has been a lean year for social events. The usual summer garden party and the Christmas social were
both cancelled, mainly due to the pandemic regulations.
Our monthly charities have continued, but for most of the past year Friends have been asked to make
their donations on line direct to the named charity. In the past month we have again started to put out the collection
box at the end of Meeting for Worship.
Friends are encouraged to attend Area Meetings, which have taken place on Zoom until the recent reinstatement of face to face meetings.
We have a new Treasurer who reports at Business Meetings as required.
With the continuing Covid Virus situation, we have had fewer joint activities. Our librarian encourages
Friends to make good use of the library.
Taunton Friends are well represented on local committees, and continue to witness to anti-racism, climate
crisis, and social inclusion as members of groups such as Black Lives Matter, Extinction Rebellion, Somerset
Citizens, Taunton Welcomes Refugees and Build Back Better.
Some Taunton Friends have taken part in the daily International Meeting for Worship for Peace,
sponsored by Friends House Moscow, plus a weekly International Meeting for Worship with Friends in Ukraine, to
support the people of Ukraine and Russia in this time of crisis.
Friends were pleased to be able to hold the annual vigil for the Holocaust (January) and Hiroshima Day
(August) in the High Street. Both vigils were well supported and appreciated by the public.
As the presence of Covid continues to be felt, we value and act upon the advice of our Health and Safety
Officer, and thank him for his vigilance.
Our Warden is busy welcoming new bookings. It is encouraging to see the Meeting House becoming well
used again.
Our thanks go to the Elders and our Warden for their patience and support in seeing us through this
second year of Covid restrictions.
We all hope for better things in the year to come.
Andy Anderson and Pauline Reimers
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QUAKER LIFE CONFERENCE APRIL 8-10th 2022
Quaker Life Conference was again held on Zoom, spread over a weekend. The theme of the weekend was ‘Moving
Forward Together’, an opportunity to reflect, connect and worship together and to look at how we could strengthen
the lives of our communities.
On the first evening we were asked to think about what we were bringing
to the conference, what did we hope for, what were our feelings? I wasn’t sure what
I was bringing other than a hope that I would be able to contribute to the gathering
and to find inspiration to take back with me. Any apprehensions I had soon
disappeared however, the weekend was stimulating and joyful with a deep feeling of
connectedness. In spite of the inhibitions of Zoom our Home Groups which we kept
throughout the weekend helped us to get to know one another and feel able to
sharing our thoughts centred around openness and the awareness of shared
journeys. The outside world was not forgotten either. During the Epilogue on the first
evening we heard the first movement of The Symphony of Sorrowful Songs by the
Polish composer Henryk Gorecki, A Mother’s Lament for Her Dead Son, which was
profoundly moving.
Henryk Gorecki,
Over the weekend Alistair Fuller and Alison Richards talked to us about Quaker Life and its work in supporting our
Quaker communities, helping us to be welcoming, inclusive and outward looking. From Alison Richards and
Rachael Swancott, we heard about the work of Woodbrooke and how it is helping Quakers to become an
international community and stimulating learning and training for Quaker roles.
Quakers are good at asking questions and there were a lot to consider this weekend. In our Home Groups
we considered how we would describe a thriving meeting. Size? Depth of ministry/spirituality? In some of our
meetings Zoom had created divisions, or had allowed too much informality during MfW; others had lost Friends
important to the meeting. We were asked if any of us had used RESTORE to help us in our struggles. Few in my
group had, but we agreed that being able to share our experiences and spiritual journeys was important. Thinking
of inclusivity, I was struck by the question, ‘I know what I need from Meeting for Worship, but what might the person
sitting next to me in Meeting need?’ We learn from each other.
The challenges of inclusivity turned out to be a significant part of the weekend and also one of the most
stimulating. We were asked to contemplate a series of six questions taken from a document on Inclusion and
Community compiled by Tema Okun. The six question all began with “In a world where…” and were followed by
“How can we…?” My group discussed ‘the worship of the written word’ which led to lively discussion about report
writing and other (perhaps better) means of communication! I came away thinking these six questions might be
useful and stimulating topics for discussion in our Area Meeting.
The three days on Zoom were helped considerably by frequent breaks. On Saturday afternoon we had
‘time together, apart’. This was an opportunity to take a break for an hour during which we could undertake any
relaxing activity while continuing to uphold the meeting, much like many of us had done during Covid when we
held MfW in our homes. I chose to go for a walk and found the combination of walking in the sunshine while being
still connected to the Quaker community a very enjoyable experience.
This was a weekend where I had felt truly upheld by Friends, helped a great deal by the open and
welcoming atmosphere, the thoughtful programming and the time allowed for discussion and reflection. Importantly
I felt that in spite of the fragility of many of our meetings at the present time I and others felt more hopeful going
forward.
Anna Mullett
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QUAKER COMMITTEE FOR CHRISTIAN AND INTERFAITH RELATIONS CONFERENCE
Experiencing a changed world: How are we being reshaped?
I must admit the first response to my weekend at this conference is how lovely it was to be back at Woodbrooke
again after several years. When I arrived on Friday afternoon, I got myself a cup of tea and went to sit and drink it
outside in the sunshine. Soon I was chatting to a couple of strangers, one of whom turned out to be Jennifer
Kavanagh.
I found Jennifer’s work with the homeless in London quite inspiring and have sent away for her book Let
me take you by the Hand. She gave a talk with Alex Wildwood on Saturday afternoon. Some of the points they
raised were:
Convincement - That energy that leads us to become Quakers. How do we keep it alive?
Outreach - We may attract new Attenders
Inreach - We need to look after these new Friends.
The world is crying -There seems to be more trauma, stress, anxiety and rage.
Walking with a smile into the dark - One of my favourite passages from Quaker Faith and Practice. Worth
looking at again, it is Ch. 29.01
Are Quakers too serious? We were encouraged to watch Mission Joy on IPlayer. A talk between the Dalai
Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
During the weekend we kept coming back to how our Meetings had coped with the pandemic. The use of
Zoom naturally featured strongly, with many Meetings finding they had gained new attenders through this medium.
However, there are disadvantages. The discipline of Meeting for Worship can be lost, with some Friends drinking
coffee or going to let the cat out during Meeting. Also, in the MfW for business, it can be difficult to discern the
feeling of the Meeting.
I liked Alistair McIntosh’s reference to religion as being like a trellis up which the vine of our spirituality
can grow and produce healthy fruit. I am involved quite a lot with our local Anglican and Roman Catholic churches
and sometimes feel there can be too much emphasis on the structure of the trellis.
Being organised by QCCIR, I expected, wrongly, there to be other faiths involved in the weekend. However,
on Sunday morning we split into groups and had the choice of discussing:
A. The spirituality of our Meetings for Worship
B. Climate change and how all Faiths must combine to face the emergency
C. Being an Anti-racist Church and how other Faiths see us.
I actually chose to be part of group A because I felt that we are first and foremost a Faith group and all our
care for the environment and our commitment to equality stems from that spirituality. Janet Scott introduced the
subject and spoke of “Doing something beautiful for God.” She said the stained glass window in Kings College
chapel, when studied closely, had some flaws but looking at the window as a whole, it was a thing of beauty.
Margaret Stenhouse
EXPERIENCING A CHANGED WORLD: HOW ARE WE BEING RESHAPED?
I was a virtual participant (via Zoom) and Margaret was present at Woodbrooke in person. The conference was
over a full weekend, involving six sessions.
My report isn’t an attempt to detail the content of each session, but rather to give an impression of some
of the highlights for this writer.
The conference was run by the Quaker Committee for Church & Interfaith Relations (QCCIR) with which
I’d had no previous dealings. I signed up for the weekend, having previously read some of the ideas of two of
the main speakers: Alastair McIntosh and Alex Wildwood.
All my discussion groups were, of course, Zoom ‘breakout groups’, where the organiser allocated me to
a group of six or seven people and we all met on our screens. How the use of Zoom over the last two years has
affected and changed the way we meet and worship was an important part of this weekend. Many LMs found
that they still haven’t recovered their regular numbers at MfW each Sunday. Some LMs now have attenders
whose only experience of MfW is on Zoom! One woman said that she would be happy to become a ‘Zoom
member’, by which she meant that she wanted to be free to attend any Quaker MfW, or other event, so long as it
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was accessible on Zoom. Another commented that if a butterfly can affect the weather on the other side of the
world, then she was confident that it would be possible to build meaningful relationships via Zoom, given time.
During the pandemic, who has been included and who left out? How do we help those who were ‘left out’? How
do we express ‘tender care’ for each other on screen? A Friend who had experienced daily worship with a small
international group on Zoom said that it was ‘transformative’ and that he felt closer to those in that group than
members of his LM.
My experience of this conference via Zoom left me feeling strongly that, if we are going to be making
regular use of this medium in future (and there was wide consensus that we will) then investing in reliable
equipment is essential, to remove as many of the technical obstacles as possible when our LM, or AM is hosting
a Zoom event.
Has Covid meant that we’ve been forced to ask ourselves if we’ve been spending too much time doing
tasks that secular organisations are doing perfectly well, at the expense of concentrating more on our spiritual
roots? We also learned to beware of false paradoxes (inherited from Greek philosophy), such as:
spiritual/practical; mind/body; gathering in person/gathering online! How helpful are some of the common
distinctions we make?
As our numbers dwindle nationally, especially in rural LMs, we were cautioned about taking on too
much. “Each of us should follow our own leadings. My job is to channel the Light to those around me. I’m not
the best judge of what’s important in the Great Scheme. It’s my job to listen to the Light and then do that to the
best of my ability”.
Linked with this, was the importance of Convincement, which has nothing to do with being persuaded by
ideas, but rather is an opening of the heart which allows us to see what is not aligned with the Truth. The Truth
then shows us the way forward, so that we don’t sit in despair. Another well-used Quaker phrase I’d previously
misunderstood, is ‘That speaks to my condition’, which I’d thought meant ‘I agree with you’. Apparently, it means
‘the Light has shown me how I was wrong about that’.
Some quotes from Alastair McIntosh:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Truth is Reality revealed. “Not to stand in Truth is to absent ourselves from Reality” (Gandhi)
Prayer involves us becoming aware of the precariousness of ourselves, the subject and the context.
Importance of not slipping into ‘half-truths’, rather than making honesty a very exacting standard.
What if we act and live as if the Spirit is talking to us?
What moral framework have we got to offer the Climate Emergency?
Great interest at COP26 in Quaker Meetings for Clearness, which Alistair and other Quakers taught to
small groups via role play.
Spirituality = raw experience. Religion = a ‘trellis’ on which the ‘vine’ can grow.
“Only forgiveness breaks the Law of Karma”.

Some quotes from Alex Wildwood:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

It’s very difficult to build a community if MfW is our only contact.
Too much ministry is too serious - ministry should be an outpouring of the heart - a Quaker ‘mirthquake’,
rather than always be a solemn utterance
“Coming with heart and mind prepared” depends on our individual practice.
Are we under-using AM elders in helping to advise on difficulties faced by LMs?
The YM minute which quotes Thich Nhat Hanh “Now is the time to hear the sound of the Earth crying.”
Importance of being prepared to wait on the Spirit. Sometimes, we just don't allow enough time.
Handling change in our Meetings: Chris Lawson’s story of the African woman’s patchwork dress: when
a patch wore through, it was replaced. When all of the patches were replaced, was it still the same
dress?

More than most Woodbrooke courses, I found this one particularly difficult to summarise, mainly because of the
speed and intensity of the images and ideas that abounded. It was time well spent.
Peter Burgoine
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SUFFERINGS REPORT APRIL 2022
Simplification
The world has changed and is changing fast. Friends need structures that enable them to respond to change and
also initiate change (often with others). This also needs to be reflected in our Book of Discipline: how we
communicate between ourselves and with others. Simplification is the way forward and this entails reviewing our
central committees, our staffing structures and our local and AM meetings. So far, within the central committees,
Quaker Life, (QL) and Trustees have been reviewed and restructured. Quaker Peace and Social Witness (QPSW),
was brought to use this time, also the beginning of a review of Yearly Meeting (YM), and Yearly Meeting Gathering
(YMG), with implications for a review of Sufferings.
This time MfS was over a weekend, with invitations to both reps and alternates, so an extra large gathering
met both in person (Friends House) and on line. Fran attended in person and Ali on line. It also, as has become
the practice over this period of on-line business meetings, included a preparative meeting in the week: this time
offered by Paul Parker, giving an over view of the process of simplification as we work towards being a “simple
church supported by a simple charity to reinvigorate Quakerism.”
Review of YM and YMG
YM and YMG, it was noted, offer the best examples of the Quaker Business Method done at its very best: yet so
few Friends ever attend. It is not surprising, therefore, that when a survey was done, some time ago, amongst local
Friends, to find out what was most important to them about being a Quaker, the process of discernment, (as
practiced in the Quaker Business Method), was hardly mentioned: yet this is the basis of our faith in action: how
we bring our individual concerns and promptings to our wider community to be tempered, owned, supported and
acted upon under the guidance of the spirit. Now, more than ever surely, this is what we have to offer a divided,
distrusting and unstable world: the rootedness and depth of our discipline, based on listening.
Sarah Donaldson, who presented the review, stressed the importance of a greater understanding of the
role of YM and YMG within the life of the society, beyond the small select group of Friends who regularly attend.
I would strongly urge Friends, even if only on line, to make a commitment to attend at least one YM or one YMG
(preferably two) in their life as Friends: it has enriched my Quakerism beyond measure. I will never forget the
atmosphere in the room when we discerned, in 2009 the rightness of the equality of marriage for all Friends: it was
palpable.
It is also not surprising that for most Friends the question of simplification is seen predominantly in relation
to local meeting structures and practices, not in relation to national structures and practices, yet we are all members
of this wider family.
The review, at this point, had been tasked with considering the purpose of YM and YMG, not the practice.
The next stage will involve Friends more widely and there was mention of a questionnaire, but my feeling is, that
if we are to contribute fully, that as many of us as possible choose to attend YM this year, for as much of it as we
are able, and that we come together afterwards, for a threshing meeting to listen to how it has landed with us, and
then to discern our considered response.
To build the Quaker community, for those not able, or willing to attend a YM or YMG in person, it was
suggested that regional residential meetings be encouraged, which might focus more on local concerns and
actions, allow for deeper discernment of issues and offer opportunities for creativity and fun, while building bridges
to YM or YMG and kindling interest in possible service on a central committee.
Since MfS acts as the bridge between YMs thought the year, the review group proposed that its remit be
expanded to include a review of MfS. Central Nominations Committee (CNC) was asked for further names to serve,
and also to expand the diversity to reflect the widest spread of Friends across the YM.
We broke into small groups to discuss how local Friends might feel more engaged with MfS “bringing all
the richness of AMs and LMs” to the table, to give a true picture of Britain Yearly Meeting. There is a concern that
there is a “creeping professionalism” in our trustees and in our staff which may be contributing to a disconnect,
though it is acknowledged that “participation is not governance, though governance has to involve participation.”
This means not only hearing reports from MfS but sending reports to those who ask to hear from us, about what
we are doing. No doubt we will hear soon about how the review group would like us to engage in the next stage
of its work. In the meantime, if Friends can think of ways we can make what is happening in our central committees
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and in our wider family, more immediate and relevant to our own worship and witness this would be most welcome,
and I believe, enriching.
Review of QPSW
The best way of showing the changes to the committee is in the diagram in the Sufferings papers no 2022 03 18

Pieces of work, seen as discrete, are now coming together under the broader heading of Peace and Sustainability
(the two greatest threats facing humanity). Crime and Community Justice has been moved to QL. The aim of this
change is to allow greater working with, and between local Friends and with Quaker Recognised Bodies, and the
groups with which they are collaborating particularly in their witness to the Climate Crisis and Anti-Racism. (With
regard to the latter, Friends have been slow in responding to a request to come up with an alternative to “Overseer”,
which has offensive connotations to some Friends: we need to address this and respond to Sufferings with our
suggestions). Lyndsey Burtonshaw and Oonah Rider head up Faith in Action, and each of the recognised bodies
has a staff member link.
This might be seen as QPSW working in a similar way to the way QL is now engaging more locally through
the LDWs, though of course there are only two of them whereas there are now many LDWs across the country.
Relief work is referred to Christian Aid, and refugee work (previously Sanctuary meetings) to the various
organisations with which Friends are already collaborating.
Lastly, Friends in Mid Wales brought the concern reminding Friends of our commitment to be an Anti Racist Society, and our need to report what we are doing.
Fran Hicks
Report from a Sufferings First Timer!
I am not sure that I can add to Fran's very comprehensive and clear report, but I can give Friends some brief
impressions of a first time Attender at a Meeting for Sufferings.
The first thing that hit me was the enormous amount of content that this Meeting held - and the vast
amount of paperwork that came with it. I was comforted to hear other more long-standing members expressing
the same feelings and there were discussions about making the paperwork more accessible and available earlier
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to enable Friends to prepare as well as possible. In our breakout rooms we talked about the idea of having more
regular but shorter Sufferings Meetings - 'bite sized Sufferings' - maybe single topic Meetings.
The other point I noted was the suggestion that Communication was something that needed to be focused
on to encourage communication from the grass roots upwards - not always from BYM out to grass roots... in our
group we discussed what a massive difference the QL workers (i.e. Pip) had made to our feeling of connection not
just to each other in AM, Regions etc but also with what is going on nationally. It was also mentioned that
communication via minutes can appear harsh... but I suppose that shows the importance of what we are doing
now... reporting and communicating!
For many of us the pressure of finding role holders within our Meetings is a very familiar one - and this
came up in various guises - often connected with the topic of Simplification. This led me to understand more about
the tension that I think is found between our Meetings functioning as a faith community/Church and our compliance
to external regulations as a Charity. To me this seems to have added an extra layer of pressure to our Meetings
and one that is very new to us all as Quakers.
The weekend ended with a time of Worship and Worship sharing - started with a piece of prepared Ministry
and focusing on the war in Ukraine. A very deep and gathered Meeting - skilfully Eldered to keep the balance of
ministry and silence - not an easy task in such a large, blended Meeting.
Even though I was not able to be present in person, I found my first weekend at Sufferings a very
worthwhile, moving and intense experience. It was great to have a chance to talk to Friends in the breakout rooms
and to be able to ask questions and share ideas. It was also a wonderful experience to be part of discernment in
such a large and gathered Meeting. I am thoroughly looking forward to the next Meeting.
Ali Dominy
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POST COP 26: THE NEXT STEPS FOR WEST SOMERSET AREA MEETING
(more detailed notes to accompany minute of Area meeting 23rd April 2022)
Plans in Place from Mid Somerset AM (West Somerset Friends invited)
Monday 9th May at 7.00 Climate Change and Spiritual Calling Lecture on Zoom by Alastair McIntosh. Details
for joining to follow.
Thursday 19th May

Vigils outside Wells Cathedral 11.00 to 12.00 marking Earth Overshoot Day

We also hope that we can share with Mid Somerset Area Meeting having textile panels from the Loving Earth
Project in at least one of our Meeting Houses, in the autumn. (see www.lovingearth-project.uk)
Suggestions from the Meeting On 23rd April

Ilminster Meeting hope to participate in the Big Green week again (24th September – 2nd
October) perhaps including plays, use of Warehouse Theatre) - events in the natural world. They welcome support,
ideas and practical involvement. Contact Valda Dagnall valdadagnall@gmail.com 07533 738229


It is hoped that Local Meetings will regularly report to the Earth Action Group on sustainability in
their Meetings. Their Life of the Meeting reports should include this item as an essential part of their witness and
each Area Meeting could include a standing item on this matter (perhaps collated by EAG). Trustees’ reports need
to include sustainability as a regular item.

Friends are encouraged to use a carbon calculator (There is a simple one on the World Wildlife
Fund website) and review this on a regular basis.

Taunton and Spiceland Meetings both joined the Eco Church Award Scheme before the onset
of Covid and hope to update this in the near future.

Speaking Truth to Power by engaging with politicians and those with power whilst recognising
the power we have. This may include writing to or meeting with MPs and local politicians, especially as there are
elections in May for the new Somerset Unitary Authority.

We are urged to work with other groups and though our numbers may be small, we have much
influence on secular groups both nationally and locally e.g. Extinction Rebellion.
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The Jump (www.takethejump.org) is a way to measure six shifts in lifestyle “to protect our earth
and live with joy.”


Bring joy and our love for the earth to our actions.

Woodbrooke courses - look at www.woodbrooke.org.uk and search for climate crisis courses.
There are two Woodbrooke on the Road courses offered – Discerning the ministry of our meeting at a time of
climate crisis and a follow-up one Living out our ministry in a time of climate crisis.

Alastair McIntosh’s most recent book “Riders on the Storm” (on which his lecture in May is
based) – the last chapters talk about how to explain our faith and building community.
Apologies if any of your suggestions are not included in the above.
This item was followed by a report from Spiceland Meting on proposals for management of their land and is an
excellent example of actions we can take.
WHAT NEXT?
As you can see there were a number of suggestions both in-reach and outreach. Some are perhaps best followed
up by Local Meetings and others relate to individual action.
It is hoped that Local Meetings can follow up initiatives that particularly relate to their Meetings/Meeting
Houses but that we can consider what as an Area Meeting (or indeed more widely) we might do.
There is a date allocated for a Special Area Meeting (17th September) and one option for this (if Area
Meeting agrees to ecological issues/sustainability as the topic) could be to consider a Woodbrooke on the Road
course.
I suggest that those most interested in planning how to take this forward meet on line shortly after
Alastair McIntosh’s lecture and I will email a number of Friends who have been involved previously with
two or three potential dates in May and send a general invitation when a date is found.
John Ainsworth on behalf of Earth Action Group
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Thank you, Elizabeth, of Wellington Meeting
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