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MINUTES OF WEST SOMERSET AREA QUAKER MEETING MARCH 17TH 2018
18/13 Quaker Faith and Practice 20.16 has been read in our worship.
18/14 Representatives
Ilminster
Margaret Stenhouse, Huw Morgan
Taunton
John Ainsworth, Sheila Harvey
Minehead
Chris Lawson
Wellington
Avril Silk, Brian Collingridge
Spiceland
Sarah Bovey
Bridgwater
Meg Winfield, Beverley Hirschfield
Burnham
unable to appoint
Supporting Elder Fran Hicks
18/15 Minutes of the last BTM meeting held on February 5th have been distributed.
18/16 Membership Matters
Our membership clerk reports that at the request of Edward (Ned) Allen of Ilminster Meeting
and our AM, a certificate of transfer of membership was sent to Cambridgeshire Area Meeting
and has been accepted.
A request has been received for the transfer of Michael Butler to our AM, but as we have yet to
make contact with him his transfer has not been formally accepted.
18/17 Special Topic Area Meetings
May 19th Earth Action Group. EAG’s work on preparations for this day are ongoing. It is hoped
children will be involved.
September 22nd. Martin Wall reminded us that this will be a joint meeting on mental health
with North and Mid Somerset. Alison Mitchell will lead the meeting. There will be a planning
meeting on March 28th at 1pm at TMH to which interested Friends are invited.
18/18 ‘Get to know Quaker Structures’
We have heard from Fran Hicks that this suggestion arose from enquiries by attenders who
would welcome sessions covering gaps in their knowledge about Quaker business structures.
Fran and Kathy Gollin suggested holding sessions open to attenders and new and existing
Friends, using the publication ‘A Day with Friends’ as a possible framework. It was hoped a
leaflet could be made available to let people know how they can become involved. We were
reminded that courses are available for attenders for example at Charney Manor, and that
funding can be provided by AM.
18/19 Circles South West
Sara Radford, regional co-ordinator for Circles South West spoke to us about the work of
Circles which works with sex offenders known as ‘core members’ to provide support and their
safe re-integration into the community. She invited us to consider volunteering. Her talk and
answers to subsequent questions made clear the value of this work. A summary will appear in
the next newsletter. Sara left us with posters and leaflets to distribute.
18/20 Nominations
The name of Alan Keith was put forward to serve on the TMH Management Committee and
was accepted by Friends.
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18/21 Presentation of the Area Meeting 2018 budget.
Our AM Treasurer has prepared a budget which has been accepted by Trustees. He
highlighted certain items such as Outreach, Property, Quaker courses and Donations. For
those interested the budget is available and will be forwarded to Local Meetings. Interested
Friends are asked to consider whether they might be interested in taking on the role of
Treasurer in the future.
Outreach initiatives requiring funding need to be discussed in LMs before consulting Phil
Parrett who holds the outreach budget on behalf of AM. Some ideas however need to come
before AM for discernment. Most LMs have been able to contribute to AM at levels suggested
by our Treasurer.
18/22 Fulfilment of LM duties.
We have received responses from Minehead and Ilminster Meetings and these are noted in
the minutes.
18/23 Reports.
Meeting for Sufferings. We have heard from Kathy Gollin of the MfS in February. The main
focus was Quaker Life, agreeing that QL’s priority for the future should be ‘where meeting for
worship is the bedrock for living as a Quaker’. Kathy was able to share some of these
experiences from our own local meetings. We were also reminded of the dates for BYM and
the Sustainability Group gathering in Swanwick. Her full report will appear in the newsletter.
A concern was raised that revisions of QFP, for example when marriage regulations changed,
necessitated the reprinting of the entire book. Fran Hicks explained that an alternative is being
considered whereby booklets for such legal matters will be printed separately from the main
copy of QFP.
Trustees. Margaret Stocks spoke to us regarding the report which will be published in the
newsletter. LMs were asked to consider whether any of their members might consider
becoming a Trustee.
Safeguarding Conference. Margaret Stenhouse spoke to us about the Conference she
attended in January. Each LM should have one safeguarding representative to liaise with the
AM co-ordinator. There is a training day on the 28th April in Taunton. Details of this will be sent
round to LM clerks.
18/24 Notices
Quiet Day in Taunton April 28th. Following the appreciation of the Apple Seed Day last
year, a second day has been arranged following the same Appleseed philosophy. The theme
of the day will be ‘Prayer and Contemplation’. It is hoped that information about this day will be
widely available and a flyer produced.
Friends were reminded of the forthcoming Journeyman Theatre productions at Taunton MH in
June and September. Information has already been sent out to LM clerks.
18/25 Closing Minute
We thank Taunton for their hospitality and hope to meet again at Taunton for our next BTM on
Monday April 16th at 7pm, and at Spiceland at 10.15 am for our AM on July 21st.
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CIRCLES SOUTH WEST
Sara Radford, regional co-ordinator for Circles South West, came to talk to us at our AM in March.
Originally piloted by Quakers (from a program created in Canada), Circles aims to support, recruit, and
train members of the community to work with people who have committed a sexual offence against a
child or adult. The role of the volunteers is to provide support for the safe re-integration of the offender,
known as the ‘core member’ back into the community, and thereby reduce the risk of re-offending. In
this Circles is notably successful. Circles works with, but also provides an alternative to statutory
providers such as the police and probation services. Before an offender can become a core member
they have to acknowledge their behaviour.
Part of the purpose of Sara’s visit was to ask us to consider becoming volunteers. She
explained that potential volunteers are assessed before being accepted as part of the circle, followed by
a mandatory two days training. The circle is given as much background information on the core member
as necessary and spend about one hour with them each week. This is followed by a half hour session
without the core member and information is sent to the statuary providers. Most offenders are male, so
male volunteers are particularly welcome. Sara told us that volunteers are particularly needed in the
Bridgwater area which has a hostel for released sex offenders. Circles receives funding from the police
and crime commissioners. They also receive charity support but this is not guaranteed. Circles has
developed similar programs to work with other offender groups including supporting the release of
prisoners who have served long sentences, offenders with learning difficulties and young offenders.
We were struck by Circles’ very human approach and the value of their work both to the individuals
concerned and to the wider community.
Phil Parratt and Anna Mullett
SPECIAL AREA MEETING ON SUSTAINABILITY
Saturday 19th May at Wellington
10.00 for 10.30 to 4.00
The Earth Action Group is planning a day for all Area Meeting Friends on issues of sustainability.
The FWCC World Quaker Gathering in Peru in 2016 called on all Yearly Meetings to initiate 2 concrete
actions in 2017. Nationally Britain Yearly Meeting Gathering last year focused on movement building as
the last part of Living out our Faith in the World.
We hope to include time to look at the spiritual basis of our concern for the earth, a speaker
with experience of activism, and time for each of us to contribute in a World Café style to those issues
which we feel most passionate about. These might include the larger issues of climate change and the
economy or more local issues such as local meetings reducing use of plastic.
It is hoped that towards the end members of each Local Meeting can consider what they would
like to include in a sustainability plan for their own Meeting – a concrete action which Ireland Yearly
Meeting is doing in their meetings.
Please put the date in your diaries (and make do with seeing the royal wedding and Cup
Final later on iplayer!)
More details will be sent to Local Meeting Clerks by early May.
John Ainsworth
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MEETING FOR SUFFERINGS 3rd FEBRUARY 2018
The main focus for us this time was the work of Quaker Life. After a report from Jocelyn Bell Burnell, the
QL clerk, we broke into regional groups to consider, as requested what we thought QL’s priorities
should be using the headings from Our Faith in the Future. We rambled a bit but concluded that the first
heading was the one QL should concentrate on: “A future where meeting for worship is the bedrock of
living as a Quaker”. If local meetings are confident, joyful and welcoming everything else can follow.
I managed to share some examples of our own interpretations here in WSAQM: Spiceland’s
satellite mid-week meetings going out to local communities and the invitation Wellington extends to the
town with Celebration of Light each Christmas. It was good to meet with reps from Devon, Cornwell, the
other Somerset AMs and Bristol and those bordering Wiltshire and Dorset. I learnt that the three
Somerset AMs of which we are one are holding a joint meeting to consider mental health issues in our
meetings. Also Devon and Cornwall AM are considering making a twice yearly gathering. Pip can
probably tell us more.
The other item of business that Fran asked me to report on was the item on the BYM
Sustainability Group. Lis Burch, the clerk, spoke to the item. It was a rather downbeat assessment. The
words that caught my attention was the query she ended with: “We are probably no worse than other
groups but is this the best we can be?” Funding is a problem because there are no clear projects to
attach it to.
Some points for AM to note:
1. Preparation for BYM 4-7 May this year. All LMs need to prepare by reading QF&P and God, Words
and Us. Also book before 18 March if you are going and especially if you have children for the Children
and Young People’s programme.
2. The Sustainability Group’s biennial gathering will be held at Swanwick on 19-21 October 2018 and
we are encouraged to appoint Friends to attend. We are also encouraged to consider signing the
statement of intention on climate change of all faith groups (http://www.interfaithclimatestatement.org)
which came from the 2017 Bonn climate conference.
3. YMG in 2020 will be in Bath again 1- 8 August.

Kathy Gollin
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JOURNEYMEN THEATRE PRODUCTIONS
AT TAUNTON QUAKER MEETING HOUSE IN 2018
SUNDAY 24TH JUNE (PROVISIONAL TIME 2.30)
THE BUNDLE
Our brand new show, commissioned by QARN (Quaker Asylum and Refugee Network)
About The Bundle
Based closely on the story of a real woman and her three young children, The Bundle follows Adilah’s
domestic persecution and denial of human rights in Chechnya.
Removed from her Russian homeland by her Chechen father, abducted into a forced marriage
and then subjected to a life of servitude, she takes the ultimate risk in plotting her escape to the UK.
Here she finds a home but also encounters the Home Office’s ‘hostile environment’ with regard
to asylum seekers and refugees.
The play moves from the tradition of the folk story to that of biting satire as it charts Adilah’s bid
for freedom, safety and hope.

SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER (PROVISIONAL TIME 2.30)
AND THE BEAT GOES ON…….
Commissioned by John and Diana Lampen
A performance both marking and celebrating nonviolent action and peace protest over three hundred
years.
Featuring stories and accounts from the first Quaker abolitionists, Alice Paul’s Silent
Sentinels, through to Trident Ploughshares, Greenham, and nonviolent action being taken by the young
peace activists of today, the show combines text, song and physical theatre.
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CALENDAR OF AREA MEETING DATES 2018
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ROUGH SLEEPERS - ANDY’S GONE TO BARCLAYS
During the three coldest months of the winter, from January to March, a few of us from Bridgwater and
Taunton Meetings went out for a couple of hours on a Sunday evening, offering hot soup to rough
sleepers in the centre of Taunton. This initiative was led by Sue Brownlie from Bridgwater Meeting, and
involved a minimum of three people taking flasks of vegetable soup, prepared in Taunton Meeting
House, as well as hot water for tea and hot chocolate. Sandwiches were also provided, and on one
occasion a 35th birthday cake – the years pass, even if your home is a doorway. Sometimes we were
able to provide blankets and sleeping bags donated by local Quakers.
As time went on we got to know some “regulars”, a few of whom shared their story, but most
did not, and we didn’t ask. Shop doorways offered some shelter, likewise impromptu tent sites in parks,
as well as a multi-storey car park. On one occasion a hard park bench reminded us that under extreme
conditions it is possible to sleep anywhere, although sleep might be light in such unsafe conditions.
There was evidence of violence towards some sleepers from passers-by. Those we met were mostly
men, of all ages, although it is not always easy to determine how old someone is when they spend all
their time out of doors. Some refused our offer, mostly politely, others could not be traced, although
cardboard boxes and discarded sleeping bags provided evidence of more rough sleepers than we
actually found.
At times we had to deal with our own emotions. The sight of fresh-faced young people down on
their luck could bring out despairing parental feelings in us. We felt anger towards the Council for not
providing toilet facilities between 7 pm and 7 am and a political system that still pushes the lie of
selective austerity. Warmth at the response to our meagre offerings and at the generosity of some
passers-by who had given cups of coffee. So, it was good that we went out together, and not just
because of safety in numbers.
Like people who live in houses, rough sleepers are not all the same. Some seek the company
of others who are in the same situation as themselves. Some appreciate the attention of strangers;
others like to be left alone. But we were struck by how many knew of each other’s whereabouts. High
Street banks are not usually associated with offering shelter, but their doorways do provide useful
temporary refuge against the weather. However, we were surprised when we asked a man in one such
doorway how one of the other rough sleepers who we hadn’t seen for a while was faring. His reply was
as short as it was to the point: “Andy’s gone to Barclays”.
Sigurd Reimers, Anne Jackson Wild, Sue Brownlie

From the left, Sigurd, Paul, Sue, Anne and Curly
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ROUGH SLEEPERS - WE NEED A MIRACLE
The sing-along may not have blossomed quite as how I imagined but at Sigurd's request we sang
"Deep in my heart, I do believe that we shall overcome one day". I am hopeful that Somerset churches
may get together and set up some kind of Sanctuary for the rough sleepers who have been banned
from the hostel or have had bad experiences there and actually choose to sleep in a car park instead.
I do wonder what the outside world makes of us Quakers - maybe that some well-meaning,
well-off Quakers have mortgaged themselves to make such a beautiful meeting place (blessed by the
Bishop no less) that rough sleepers are not welcome inside!
But one Sunday evening Fran taught us "Dona Nobis Pacem" and I don't want to upset the
peace that we can feel in that lovely new room, so on St Patrick's Day I have rewritten the words to "The
Rocky Road to Dublin" to make a point !
In the merry month of March how we need a miracle
In a dark car park poor Ethan cold as icicle
Pleaded with me sure if I could find some rest for him
I had to confess there was indeed no nest for him
And for sons of men there is not one den
Where a welcome waits to make their cockles warm again
But we have this place, less than half a mile
From this poor boys smile - and yet there is no grace for him
One two three four five hunt George Fox and find a way
To save these boys all the way from early grave
Wack fol ol de rar !
Sue Brownlie
HOMELESS
Somehow my life dropped me into a shop doorway,
the reek of stale urine, the sting of cold concrete.
Wrapped up in my quilt of shredded green nylon,
an old woollen blanket, a damp square of cardboard,
I sat and waited for the day to die slowly,
with a cup on the pavement to fill with your pity.
Peter Blaker
Please see the end of the Newsletter for the full version of this poem, and others by Peter Blaker.
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TWELFTH NIGHT – A REVIEW
The RSC's production of Twelfth Night, soon to finish its run in Stratford, was released as a live
screening on February 14th and under the insightful and imaginative direction of Christopher Luscombe,
the play’s layered nature was unwrapped in a way that I found very appealing.
The date struck me as apt, as this year Saint Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday coincided;
the production reflected, beneath the somewhat absurdity of the plot and its playfulness, aspects of the
longings, losses and confusions which are the lot of lovers, and the contrition of a man who could
equally be Everyman. The pleasing and effective Victorian sets and costumes were deliberately chosen
to represent a period when everyone was wise to know, and adhere to, their allotted place in society.
Hence, the tragicomic figures of Olivia (Kara Tointon), determined to get her high-born way, albeit with
the wrong person, and Adrian Edmondson as Malvolio's fall from grace into disgrace, because his
infatuated desire to conquer Olivia's affections allowed him to fall into an unkind, if playful trap set by
buffoons and servants.
The well-chosen cast was excellent, from the stretching tomfoolery of the idle rich Toby Belch
(John Hodgkinson) and to Andrew Aguecheek, (Michael Cochrane) to the delightful Viola (Dinita Gohil),
who played her part with unfailing poise, lightly veiling the edginess and frustration of being in the wrong
gender.
I so appreciated the way the text was spoken, honouring the cadences and pacing of the
language with a clarity and freshness that sometimes goes missing, perhaps with overfamiliarity. The
music was inspired and the songs were a delight from touchingly beautiful to a wonderfully
choreographed, rollicking, rendition of "Hey, Ho, the Wind and the Rain” to round off the action. Whether
spoken word, singing, humour or capering movement, nothing seemed to outface that cleverly
harmonised teams of actors. What a treat to leave feeling thoroughly energized and happy!
I see these live screenings as a great democratic innovation. So much of cultural richness, that
for decades has been largely Metropolitan and elitist, has now become accessible and affordable to
modest incomes, and the millions of us who live far from London and other major cities. Anyone for
ballet?
Pat Bazley

Manuel Harlan’s photograph as used in the Daily Express review
Adrian Edmondson (Malvolio) and Kara Tointon (Olivia)
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NEWS FROM PURPLE FIELD PRODUCTIONS

LISILOJULIKANA REACHES NEW AUDIENCES
Salome Jordano continues her tireless work distributing this hugely successful PFP film raising
awareness of cerebral palsy to as wide an audience in Kenya as she can reach.
She is just back from a screening tour in the Tharaka area, working in partnership with St Peter's
Life-Line (www.stpeterslifeline.org.uk). Both she and the St Peter's representative, Veronica
Wang, found this a particularly moving tour.
"We have visited and screened in 15 schools and three market places," says Veronica. "A case
of a bedridden girl with cerebral palsy and the two brothers with wasted muscles really touched
us."
Salome adds: "Lack of knowledge, belief, poverty and abandoned disabled children and
witchcraft is too much here. This area needs more awareness and speedy help to save disabled
children."
We are so lucky to have Salome working with us. This last tour was a really big one for her.
She did 25 screenings to over 2,000 people with the result that the number of people we have
reached together with this film at 244 community screenings has now topped 25,500!!
NEWS FROM CENTRAL MALAWI
Alfred Mtapaonga has sent back reports of five successful
screenings of Mbeu Yosintha ("Seeds of Change"), a
powerful drama of rural life in Malawi; and Mawa Langa
("My Tomorrow", an HIV and AIDS awareness drama for
primary school children in Malawi, made in association with
Temwa and YONECO.
About 1000 people came along to see the films, with the average cost per screening coming to
only about £40!
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FILMING UNDER WAY IN SIERRA LEONE
Film-maker and lecturer Mark Aitken has just
returned from two weeks in Sierra Leone
mentoring the Future View Film Group who
have now almost finished shooting their film on
the hidden potential of those with disabilities.
They have also decided on its final title:
"Champions". The team explained their choice:
"it is about people living against all odds,
struggling to survive, eventually conquering
their fear and becoming CHAMPIONS".
The film is FVFG's own idea, perhaps inspired by PFP's other disability rights films tackling the
stigma surrounding individuals and families living with disability.
Co-Producer Tyson Conteh says, "When this film goes out we will see the emergence of
champions from both sides - able-bodied and disabled. There will be champions who will make it
a must-do to support disabled members of their families and societies; and more champions from
the disabled community as a lot of them will develop the confidence to be the hero of their own
stories."
NEW TRUSTEES FOR PFP
We are delighted to announce the appointment of two new Trustees to Purple Field Productions.
Diane Makepeace will take over as Director of Finance. Diane is extremely experienced as a
qualified chartered accountant with 16 years' employment in the public sector. In 2015 she took
time out to travel, during which she worked with Yellow House in Kenya who were involved with
Elspeth's work on Lisilojulikana.
Rosemary Evans will look after the new office. Rosemary has had a 25-year career in
education as a lecturer in Further Education, then setting and marking exam papers. She is now
a self-employed accountant and has worked for several charities setting up accounting systems
and producing management information. She has travelled extensively in Africa as a tourist.
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THE QUAKER PEACE STUDIES TRUST
Supporting Quakers to study peace

The Eva Pinthus Award
The Eva Pinthus Awards have been established by the Quaker Peace Studies Trusti (QPST) to provide
bursary support to students studying on a Peace Studies course at the University of Bradford. This is in
recognition of the long contribution that Eva Pinthusii has made, both as a trustee of QPST and in her
support for peace studies.
Objectives
The objectives of the awards are:
• to provide support for a Quaker registered for a degree in peace studies at the University of
Bradford;
• to encourage more Quakers to study peace and the underlying causes of conflict;
• to enhance the links between QPST and peace studies at the University;
• we hope that the student could establish establish links with Bradford Local Quaker Meeting;
• to grow a young cohort of potential advocates for the work of QPST.
An objective is to develop links between the Awardee and the Trustees of QPST. In return the Trustees
will provide both financial and pastoral support.
Eligibility
The Awards are intended for Quakers who can demonstrate a commitment to the Society of Friends in
any country.
The Awards will only be given to those who have been accepted for study on a Peace Studies course at
the University of Bradford for either an undergraduate or a postgraduate degree.
The Awardee will be asked to report periodically to QPST and to maintain contact with Bradford Local
Meeting so that the outcomes of her/his study can be propagated to a wider audience.
Amount of award
Awards will be up to £5,000 per year. The exact amount depending on the circumstances of the
applicant. The awards will normally be paid at the start of your studies.
The Awards can be used for maintenance or towards payment of fees.
Deadline
Applications should be received by 1 April 2018 to be considered for the following academic year.

(NB Too late for this edition of the newsletter, but there is always next year… Ed.)

Selection
Selection will be partly by assessing the written application and then by interview so that trustees can
meet the applicant. Interviews will normally be held in Bradford during April and May. If applicants are
overseas the interviews may be by phone or internet. Expenses within the UK of attending the
interviews will be reimbursed.
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The Quaker Peace Studies Trust was set up in 1972, following a public appeal, to advance the
learning and knowledge of the nature of peace and how peace can be developed and extended. It
funded the first Chair of Peace Studies at the University of Bradford and financed research and teaching
in peace studies, and continues to support the work of the Department of Peace Studies by the
provision of grants and bursaries.
Eva Pinthus was aged 14 when she arrived in England via a Kindertransport train from Germany in
June 1939. A German Jew, she escaped the holocaust in which many of her family died. After the war,
working as a Quaker and a pacifist, she often visited East Germany and for 30 years ran projects
teaching conflict resolution and working with young people.
The seeds of her faith had been planted in Germany, where the suffering had persuaded her
that everyone must have a faith, a belief, to survive. She studied theology at university and then taught
in Liverpool, Manchester and Hull before moving to Leeds. She set up the urban education department
at Beckett’s Park college. After taking early retirement in 1981, she devoted herself to voluntary Quaker
work and particularly ecumenical relationships. She has represented Quakers on the West Yorkshire
Ecumenical Council for many years.
Eva Pinthus has said “As a Christian and a Quaker I believe that there is something of God in
everybody. Anything that leads towards dislike and hatred of anyone who is different has to be to the
detriment of the country as a whole”.

Solitary Writers

A chance to share your own work, and celebrate the work of
other Solitary Writers .

14th April 2018 5pm to 7pm

Quaker Meeting House High St,
Wellington TA21 8RA (Next to One Stop) Coffee and tea provided

Admission-a small gift of packaged food, which will be forwarded to
the local food bank.

All Welcome!
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REPORT OF TRUSTEES TO WSAQM, FROM MARCH TO DECEMBER 2017
Each year, as well as reporting to WSAQM, Trustees have a legal obligation to report to the Charity
Commission (CC) and our regional contact on Quaker Stewardship Committee (QSC). The report to the
CC for the year January – December 2016 was completed by the clerk and assistant clerk and
despatched in October 2017. Phil Parratt, AM treasurer, is currently our CC contact.
1. There have been several changes to the composition of this Trustee body during 2017. At one
point, given that we were trialling a system of 2 full meetings a year and authorising minutes from both
the Finance and Property (F&P) and Policy and Communication (P&C) sub- groups as representative of
all Trustees (in the expectation of a full complement of 8 Trustees), illness plus the laying down of
service for other personal reasons temporarily created a serious problem. It left 2 Trustees needing to
take major decisions on behalf of the AM and placed the AM treasurer in a tricky position. At the full
Trustee meeting in April it was planned to re-assign a member of the P&C sub-group to F&P to balance
the numbers, highlighting the potential difficulties when working with reduced numbers.
In July, however, Brian Collingridge from Wellington and Kathy Gollin from Spiceland were appointed as
Trustees and both were able to fortify the F&P sub-group.
In November 2017 Charles Henderson (Taunton) was appointed to serve as a Trustee from 01/01/18 –
31/12/20. He will serve on the F&P sub-group.
Margaret Stenhouse (Ilminster) has been re-appointed to serve for a second triennium from 01/01/18 –
31/12/18.
Margaret Stocks has agreed to serve until 31/12/18 in the first instance, when her circumstances will be
reviewed.
Barry Allen (Ilminster) completed his final term of service on 31/12/17. He was warmly thanked for his
stalwart contribution during his long service to the AM as a Trustee.
The current number, 8, and relevant skill-sets of Trustees, should provide sufficient strength in depth for
2018. The situation will be reviewed at the full meeting in October 2018.
2. Faith Cartwright (Minehead) and Kathy Gollin both attended Trustee training weekends at
Woodbrooke and gave oral reports to trustees on their experiences. Brian Collingridge hopes to attend
a similar course during 2018.
3.
Trustees are responsible, on behalf of Friends Trusts Limited, for the meeting houses
in Quaker ownership within this AM.
• The funds raised through the sale of Bridgwater Meeting House are a permanent
endowment. In accordance with the decisions of both Bridgwater Meeting and
WSAQM, these funds wereused in the renovation of Taunton QMH.
• Taunton QMH has now been valued by Thorne Carter at £525,000. In 2013, prior to
the re-development, it was valued at £25o,000.
• Ilminster Friends continue to search for a property suitable for purchase, use and
maintenance as a meeting house. In August 2017 they met with Trustees to assist
their consideration. An agreed Note of that meeting was made and is attached to this
report. In October Ilminster LM minuted their decision not to recommend the purchase
of Quaker House (formerly Toad Hall) to Trustees. Sally Nex has agreed to act as a
contact should a suitable property emerge. The F&P sub-group plan to consider a
letter from Sally at their January meeting in 2018.
• Taunton QMH has an ongoing issue regarding parking in the lane alongside the MH
garden and Crescent car park.
This matter rests with Trustees. They are being supported by a member of Taunton meeting who is a
property law specialist. A draft agreement with the Crescent Funeral Services company is planned.
Meanwhile, an informal arrangement – which protects Taunton Friends, blue badge holders and those
needing access to rooms in the MH and which distinguishes such users from casual parking by the
public – has been made with Crescent Funeral Services by the clerk to Trustees.
Friends with queries should contact Margaret Stocks.
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4.
The P&C sub-group are gathering together relevant policies for the AM which concern
all meetings. These will be made into a booklet, then distributed for public display in all MHs. It is hoped
that the booklet will be revised as needed and clarify many situations faced by LMs.
5. Trustees allocated £3,000 from an appropriate fund, towards the funding of the Quaker
Tapestry Roadshow exhibition at Temple Methodist Church during May of 2017. It was a Methodist
initiative, but served to spread the Quaker word and became a valuable collaboration. Many WSAQM
friends acted as stewards and supporters and upwards of 1,500 visitors were able to experience this
community embroidery – which originated at Taunton MH.
• Phil Parratt, as well as carrying out a range of other roles on behalf of the AM, nobly acted as
assistant clerk to trustees during 2017. Phil has the grateful thanks of the clerk for his unfailing support
and can now remove one of his AM hats. He remains on the Trustee body ex officio as AM treasurer.
• The F&P sub-group will seek a CC contact for 2018.
• Margaret Stocks and Kathy Gollin will act as co-clerks to Trustees from 01/01/18 until
31/12/18.
Margaret A. Stocks (clerk)
REPORT OF SAFEGUARDING CONFERENCE 2018
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THE NEW ECONOMY
It is ten years since we were hit by the greatest economic crash in living memory. The sky did not fall
down, but apart from this, there is little to celebrate. Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM) was quick in
recognising the implications of the crash, and of the faulty institutions that needed challenging. Minute
23 of BYM 2011 set out ten principles for the “New Economy.” I have summarized these and the
accompanying booklets as follows:
1. The purpose of the economy is to enhance all life
2. We should not over-consume resources
3. All have an equal right to access and use of global “commons”
4. Everyone needs time and resources
5. Well-being should not be sacrificed for profit
6. Money must be created under democratic control
7. Recognize the fundamental equality of all
8. The tax system should redistribute from richer to poorer
9. Cooperatives should form an important part of our economy
10. Democracy must be more truly representative
The New Economy study group met for a series of sessions at Taunton Quaker Meeting House in 2017
to discuss the seven booklets (see (www.quaker.org.uk/new-economy) which were based on these
principles.
Booklet 1: What’s the economy for? The booklet argues that economic growth (usually measured by
a country’s Gross Domestic Product) may not be a sign of health, but a substitute for equality (“we may
work long hours in jobs we don’t like, to buy things that don’t make us happy”). It suggests that a Gross
National Happiness Index (GNHI) would be better, or a Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI). Also, growth
is problematic because we’re hitting “planetary boundaries” and living beyond the resources the planet
is able to provide. The word ENOUGH sums this up well.
Booklet 2: Good work: Security of work and safety at work are addressed: pay should be more equal,
working hours more humane, and work more meaningful. There is support for large enterprises like the
NHS, but there is a local and small-is-beautiful slant throughout all the booklets, together with an
insistence on greater transparency and accountability. The question of (better) pay for all carers is
raised, and the authors are optimistic that small folk have more power than we realize, as voters,
consumers and investors (and as pensioners, we might add, Quakers being older than the average
population).
Booklet 3: Energy: The authors detail the injustices in energy distribution, such as high energy bills,
and the effects on the climate (and future generations) of extracting and burning fossil fuels. Who
should own our utilities? Is nuclear energy an option? These are awkward questions, and the booklet
hints that Hinkley Point is more than an awkward question (the recent Fukushima exhibition in Taunton
provides an interesting example of State carelessness).
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Booklet 4: Money, banks and finance: We are told that our monetary system is based on trust, albeit
not a trust between equal partners. Fear of inflation and economic recession are used as a way of
perpetuating an unjust system. In 2008 some
banks were deemed too big to fail, but the
millions living in poverty were not. Dare we now
challenge the new “normal” of continuing cuts and
austerity? With extra money being pumped into
the economy (Quantitative Easing), why doesn’t
“trickle-down” trickle down? Why does a high
level of employment go hand in hand with low
wages? Was 2008 a watershed or is it still
business as usual? Can small local initiatives,
such as the Bristol or Totnes pound or the
sustainable Triodos Bank (quoted in the text)
make much of a difference?
Contrasting views about the economy:
Ada and Alfred Salter, Socialist (and Quaker) activists against the backdrop of the City of London
Booklet 5: The role of markets: Our mixed economy has been shifting towards more privatization, less
regulation and greater competition: except that much of what passes for competition is monopoly within
a captive market (ie. us), resulting in increasing inequalities. The booklet warns against human beings
becoming just another commodity, to be traded like any other goods - a serious issue when it comes to
basics like education, housing and health. The booklet offers for consideration the idea of a Minimum
Income Standard for every citizen, whether in paid work or not. It suggests that we be “proud of the
taxes we pay”, that we reject the “narrative of shirkers versus strivers”, and questions the “multibillion
advertising industry” and “the perpetual dissatisfaction of always wanting more.”
Booklet 6: Ownership: The booklet raises the question: “who owns the earth?” citing the catastrophic
effects of climate change, overfishing and land
grabbing to which we might add the current concern
about plastics. The worst aspects of neo-liberal
capitalism are outlined, and under “Next Steps” it lists
some possible remedies, varying from community
land trusts and food co-operatives on the one hand to
trespass, boycotts and sit-ins on the other.

Climate “die-in” outside the big banks in Bristol 2015
Booklet 7: Building the new economy: What do the booklets add up to? Are they a call to revolution,
or do they rely on the traditional Quaker concerns about sustainability and equality? Is there anything
there to inspire us into taking further action? Well, in between the restatement of some Quaker
principles are lots of good, small-scale, examples of alternative ways of running the economy. They
suggest being persistent and patient, joining with other groups, not encouraging big egos. Each of us
does not have to succeed; merely do the right thing. The past ten years have shown us that the wellpaid guardians of our economy haven’t served us well, and the booklets give us a greater confidence to
challenge the powers-that-be. Anyway, it makes a welcome break from obsessing about Brexit.
Text and pictures: Sigurd Reimers, Taunton Meeting
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PEREGRINATION
“Plenty of strong swimmers never learn to float.”
I can travel with others to a particular destination for a particular reason or I can seek the Holy Grail and,
not knowing where it is, go looking for it. But apart from Pilgrimage and Quest there are innumerable
other reasons why I should find myself moving about on the face of this intriguing planet. And what I am
moving towards right now is the idea of Peregrination. And by this I mean wandering around with no
particular destination or object in mind for apparently no particularly good reason except to experience
whatever happens next.
Some thirty years ago I enjoyed what passes for, in my case, a midlife crisis: Other people
were only peripherally involved as I spent a few years wandering guided only by the last piece of advice
or indication from the natural world. And a murmuration of interesting things happened next.
A blind friend once told me that babies who are born blind need to be taught that, if they lose a
toy, it can still be found by searching: that things have not ceased to exist merely because they have
been lost to touch and, further, there exist innumerable objects, out of touch, to be found by casting
around. And so it is for the apparently sighted: there are things, many wonderful things, waiting to be
discovered but only by the equivalent of a blind search.
Once again in Cornwall I find myself going for a stroll. I have a vague memory of it being an
overcast day with the landscape also drab and dispiriting. I come to a parting of the ways and the lane
to my left attracts my attention: the tarmac is disintegrating leads slightly uphill and going into a gloom of
trees. So, next thing, there I am wandering gently up and along, perhaps passing one or two bungalows
with overgrown Cornish gardens (all the usual suspects: sycamore, hydrangea, rhododendron). I
continue on, shaded by high overhanging branches and then, arriving at a bend, notice there is a gap in
the hedge and decide to clamber through thus finding myself in the corner of a stubble field, empty,
apart from a pile of rusted farm machinery over by the boundary of a copse. I wander across to what
turns out to be, I think, an old abandoned chain harrow. Which-way next? The field slopes uphill towards
a dry stone wall that forms the horizon. I can see there is a small gap in this wall. I set off up the hill.
When in the cadets (long distant past) we were taught to shoot the old .303 Lee Enfield rifle. I
can remember the sergeant instructor’s words – military diction and all. “Work the bolt. Blade of foresight middle of U rear-sight and level with shoulders. Take the 1st pressure. Fire!” And thus it was as I
trudge up the hill there appears, precisely in the middle of the gap, a tall blade of stone which I
recognise as one of the “Pipers”: celebrated monoliths in those thereabouts. I now know for sure whither
I am heading and stride out, through the gap, across a field, over a hedge, onto the road, then up and
over the further hedge and there I am where I have arrived at. And as it turned out the stone had
something useful to say to me – but that’s another story.
Of course I could have set out with the intention of visiting the Pipers, but that would have been
“pilgrimage”. In the event I arrived there as if by magic – and especially magical was that “gunsight
moment.” Why, I have come increasingly to ask myself now, do something on purpose when it can be
so readily achieved by accident?
When I first came to Quakers I made an effort in Meeting for Worship to do something: pray;
hold others in my thoughts; “concentrate on the breath”; “empty the mind” and so forth. And, I suppose
like many others, often found myself frustratingly distracted by random and unwelcome notions.
But these days in Meeting this old man’s fancy increasingly turns to thoughts of unstructured
time: time spent in a volitional vacuum; time without programme or expectation.
“Make space, dear friends, for the things that happen when nothing is happening.”
John Anderson
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STORIES LEFT TO TELL

Poems by Peter Blaker of Wellington meeting
I am a teacher with an interest in developmental difference, and the role of music, story and drama in
communication and learning. https://peterblakerblog.wordpress.com/
SOMEHOW
What happens to the children I teach after they have moved on? Many have happy and fulfilled lives,
but I know some fall through the gaps. Those ones haunt me. When I am advised by the police not to
give them money if I see them sitting on the street, I am compelled to disobey.
Somehow my life dropped me
into a shop doorway
the reek of stale urine
the sting of cold concrete
Wrapped up in my quilt
of shredded green nylon
an old woollen blanket
a damp square of cardboard
I sat and waited
for the day to die slowly
with a cup on the pavement
to fill with your pity
you bought me a burger
I snarled at your gesture
you hated my insolence
called a police officer
who swore and abused me
In all kinds of language
He lifted and moved me
He wiped and erased me
I stank of the street filth
I stank of my purity
I stank of your failure
I stank of your empathy
I bought me a bottle
20

of poisoned amnesia
I loved it and hated it
It filled a cold cavity
I was ambushed by darkness
and ambushed by shadows
with wolves and wild savages
who hunted and hated me
they plucked at my clothing
I screamed at their ravages
I screamed for my childhood
screamed out for my memory
screamed into the darkness
screamed for my cold belly
screamed out for my mother
screamed for bleak humanity
screamed for the injustice
screamed at my depravity
screamed at the wild bitterness
screamed out at cruel gravity
that dragged me away
from the safety of yesterday
the rain fell down cold
the night stars were gathering
my fingers felt numb
my senses were scattering
I still am the infant
who stood on the edges
of life full of wonder
I’m left with the traces
they’re all out there circling
all ghosts and cruel shades
I let slip of warm memory
And watch as it fades
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COLD STARS
Do you ever wish for people to see past the external trappings of your physical being? To accept you for
the soul that dwells inside, and the unbelievable power of your imagination- whether or not you have the
skills to express it? Those are the exact same dilemmas faced by people with Autism, and people who
live their lives in the the confines of wheelchairs and suction machines and standing frames. Maybe if
they could speak for themselves, it would open the doors for us to see something like this.
I am not bound to Earth
Behind my gaze I fly
a willing stranger in the air
I brush against cold stars
and drift into the sun
to lay my head
and make my home
I am every colour from ultra violet
to infra red
I am the very edge of sight
I am all sound
I am cruel thunder and the hush
of an empty garden
I feel every emotion
in the very same instant
but I know all you see
is the boy in a chair
all you hear
are the cries from my throat
and all you feel
is my breath
warm and damp
against your cheek
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A GHOST BEHIND GLASS
I have taught in six special schools over my career. All of them were built right out on the edge of town,
except for one, which was pulled down and rebuilt right out on the edge of town. One had tiny windows,
raised high on the wall so people inside could not see out, and people outside would not have to look in.
The time is coming to embrace these children, to take them into the heart of our communities, and to
continue to embrace them when they become adults.
Too big an ask to walk among us
To show your face and add your voice
to have the world know your opinion
to make us see you drop your food
to groan and fidget at a show
and shame us with your noisy fits
Too big an ask to be remembered
except as guilty choices made
a bill for orthopaedic beds
and wheelchairs, splints
and standing frames
Pity is a costly gift
that we can only spend with care
Better to put you on the edge
and dry our tears and leave you there
At the first signs of the end of the world
among the tangle of collapsing spires
as church and faith and hope all fade

When the wind reddens and turns to dust
and icy streamers blow your face
I will think of you then
My ghost behind glass
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Finally, a word from the Editor. The creativity in this Newsletter has brought me great joy. Thank you!
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