WEST SOMERSET AREA MEETING
QUAKER NEWSLETTER
JUNE 2016

1

WEST SOMERSET AREA QUAKER MEETING
May 21st 2016 at Wellington
Minutes
16/28 Advices and Queries
Advices and Queries numbers 1&2 have been read in our worship
16/29 Representatives and supporting elder
Taunton
John Ainsworth
Sigurd Reimers
Bridgwater
Shirley Anthony
Minehead
Gian Zuccelli
Ilminster
Huw Morgan
Margaret Stenhouse
Burnham
Carinne Allinson
Wellington
Marian Dawson
Spiceland
Pat Bell
Pat Robertson
Supporting Elder: Fran Hicks
16/30 Membership
The clerks have received a certificate of acceptance from West Cornwall Area Meeting with
respect to Charles Hodson.
16/31 Life of Wellington Meeting
Due to illness, this report will be presented in July.
16/32 Nominations /AM clerkship
Sarah Beasley-Stone has asked to be released from the committee facilitating the Children
and Families work. Nominations Committee has brought forward the name of Vicky Ross to take her
place. We appoint her to this committee.
Nominations Committee is still working on finding someone to work as safeguarding officer and
someone to work on Sidcot General Meeting Nominations Committee.
Nominations Committee have been unable to find someone to act as Area Meeting co-clerk, to
replace Anne Jackson. Anne has offered to continue as co-clerk until the end of December of this year.
We ask her to continue as she suggests.
Alternative arrangements will need to be made for Area Meeting clerking as from January
2017. We ask-Nominations Committee, possibly co-opting other Friends, to undertake planning for this
and ask them to come to AM in September with some detailed proposals as to how the new situation
might be covered.
16/33 Report from Somerset Churches Together
Zoe Ainsworth Grigg reported that this committee enables us to extend our ecumenical links.
There are many events and a newsletter which could be more widely disseminated. Financial
contributions are on a per capita basis and Quakers contribute the lowest sum. We are asked to reevaluate the number of Members and Attenders we have. Other Churches are also struggling with
declining attendance and communicating with the community.
16/34 Centralising of Local meeting Accounts with Area Meeting book-keeping in 2017.
Our treasurer Phil Parratt suggests that he work with Local Meeting treasurers on a process for
centralising all the book-keeping to relieve the burden from Local Meetings. They would still make
decisions about their own income, expenditure and budgets. We agree with his proposal. Phil will now
make contact with Local Meeting treasurers.
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16/35 Report on Sustainability Conference
Carinne Allinson and Huw Morgan attended the Britain Yearly Meeting Sustainability Gathering
in March. They have given us a challenging and passionate view of the conference at which stories
were seen as the best way to engage all of us in a clear, life-changing response to the crisis of climate
change. George Fox still urges us to “Be patterns, be examples in all countries” Sustainability is not
separate from, but an integral part of our testimonies. Urgency is vital.
We are urged to develop our love for the earth and for each other and to work for a new
economy which does not harm the earth. Whilst acknowledging the importance of speaking truth to
power, to do so may also have a negative impact on those less fortunate than ourselves. Our Green
Advisory Group is planning to collect the stories from Local meetings concerning what Meetings and
individuals have been doing to engage with our commitment to sustainability. We recognise the
importance of the small acts which each of us can commit to in our daily lives.
We thank our Friends for such an excellent and stimulating report.
16/36 Report on QPSW Conference.
Our Representatives, Shirley Anthony and Gian Zucchelli , have reported on a stimulating and
informative conference on the work of QPSW. QPSW is committed to nonviolent social change and is
the Quaker hub for local and national action for peace and justice. We have heard of the Ecumenical
Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel, concern for Economic Justice, work with
CONSCIENCE, OMEGA and MEDACT, and of inspiring commitment to this work. We are urged to
support those engaged in it.
The subtle militarisation taking place in our country is of great concern and the general public
needs to be made aware of this. Of particular concern is the greater involvement of the military in
schools. The Palestinian plight continues to cause great concern. We thank our representatives for their
reports.
16/37 Local Meeting Concerns
No concerns have been reported from Local Meetings
16/38 Area Meeting Website
We have been asked to consider 4 questions in relation to the website
•
•
•
•

Is the outline good enough?
Is it easy to navigate?
Does it do what we asked?
Do we pay Gary for his work?

The simplicity of the proposed website and speed of navigation was much appreciated. Friends are
happy for the Outreach group to take this forward with Gary and to offer payment for the ongoing
management of the website. We ask trustees to take this forward, and for Nominations Committee to
find a “website buddy” to work alongside Gary.
16/39 Quaker Life Rep Council Report
Our Representative, Carinne Allinson, began her report by thanking Friends for the
opportunity to serve in this way. She reported on a deeply moving and supportive conference on the
theme of death and dying. The main messages from the weekend were:
•
•
•

to try to accommodate the reality of death, for we cannot live fully if we fear death,
to try to discover the true purpose of unwelcome changes in our lives,
and to live love filled lives now.

We are asked what issues or areas of work arising from the life of our Meetings would be helped by
consideration at Quaker Life Rep Council, and to let Margaret Stenhouse or Carinne Allinson know of
any. Her report will appear in the newsletter.
3

16/40 Meeting for Sufferings
Kathy Gollin has reported on the Meeting for Sufferings held on April 2nd. The main thrust of
the Meeting was about how we live out our faith. Kathy has shared encouraging stories with us, but
stresses the need for the work to be encouraged and facilitated with more joined up work happening
between neighbouring Area Meetings. We are asked to respond to the paper “ Vision for a criminal
Justice system”. Local meetings are asked to consider the paper and send their response to the clerks
in good time for an Area Meeting response to be drawn together at our September Area Meeting.
We are also asked to consider the Cornish Concern for the decriminalisation of all drugs in possession
for personal use.
16/41 Green Advisory Group Report
The Green Advisory Group continues to be the focus for sustainability issues within Area
Meeting and note the planned relaunch of the Living Witness project, and its magazine Earthquaker.
They recognise the work being done at local level and ask us to share this, and our skills, with each
other. The group are planning various events for the future, and also keep us informed of upcoming
events that may be of interest. We have been reminded of the latest Sustainability and New Economy
Grants , for projects focussed on building low carbon sustainable communities, or a more just
economics, and invited to talk ideas through with one of the group.
16/42 Quaker Quest – Kathy Gollin
Kathy Gollin has spoken to us of plans to run Quaker Quest at Taunton Meeting House in the
autumn and encourages everyone to consider taking part in the arrangements for this event. There will
be a Quaker Quest training session with Friends from Dorking Meeting from 2-4.30pm this afternoon, at
Wellington
16/43 Meeting for Worship in Milverton Burial Ground?
A Meeting for Worship, followed by a picnic, will be held at Milverton Burial ground on Sunday
th
June 26 from 3.00pm- 3.30pm, followed by a picnic. We appoint Sheila Harvey as Elder for that
Meeting.
Friends are reminded that parking is very limited so it would be good to share transport. It can
also get very cold under the trees, and the ground is hard. Please bring jumpers, blankets, cushions etc
to ensure your comfort.
If wet, Mandy Goddard has offered alternative accommodation.
16/44 Quiet Day
Elders and Overseers have found information about a Quiet day which Woodbrooke on the
Road could put on for us on July 23rd, at Spiceland The suggested timetable for the day would be as
follows:10:00- 10:45
10:45 -11:45
11:45 -12:30
12:30 -13:15
13:15 -14:15
14:15 -14:30
14:30 -15:00
15:00 -16:00
16:00 -16:30
16:30

Introductions and initial whole group practice
Selection of spiritual practices – people to choose one and go do it
(get a drink when wanted)
Plenary – reflections and a second group practice
Lunch
Selection of spiritual practices – people to choose one and go do it
Plenary feedback
Drinks break
Latifa Prayer practice leading in closing meeting for worship
Final plenary/questions etc.
Finish

The cost would be £40 per person with a minimum of £480 for 12 people. We agree to ask
Elders and Overseers to arrange the day for us and for Area Meeting to underwrite the cost
asking participants for a contribution.
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16/45 Leighton Park Representatives
We have been unable to appoint a representative to Leighton Park General Meeting.
16/46 Vibrancy in Meetings
Rachel Matthews, the National Co-ordinator for the Vibrancy in Meetings Pilot Programme has
written to inform us that our AM will be included in the Devon and Cornwall locality where one of the
Local Workers will be placed. It is intended to be a responsive programme, responding to requests from
local meetings.
Not only is this an opportunity to develop our Quaker Ministry, it also offers a part time job
opportunity, and we are asked to consider who, in our Meetings might be suitable for the post and to
encourage them to consider applying. The jobs will be advertised on the Woodbrooke, and other
Quaker websites in the next two weeks, and interviews will be held late June/July.
Notices:

RED FLAG OVER BERMONDSEY
The Ada Salter Story will be performed by Lynn Morris at Taunton Meeting House on Saturday June
25th at 2.30. (She performed the excellent play about Elizabeth Houghton at AM a year ago last
November)
Minehead Meeting are asking for support with
•
Advertising in LMs and their surrounds and encouraging people to attend, bringing your friends
etc
•
Sending adverts to any groups in your area that might be interested – theatres, dramatic
societies, churches, labour party, schools etc
•
Cakes baked for the afternoon
•
Offers of help on the afternoon itself
Please would you get an idea of how many will attend from your LM and let Chris Lawson know.
Please, also reply to Chris and Christina with all offers of help
Quaker Service in Wartime Exhibition -Taunton Meeting House, June 6th-11th 10.00am-4.00pm.
Further offers to help with stewarding are welcome – please let Chris Lawson know.
The Power of Art for inspiring environmental change -an exhibition at Sidcot School through May and
June.
Sunday June 12th Green Scythe Fair at Thorney Lakes near Langport
WHAT CAN QUAKERS DO ABOUT MILITARISM?
Monday June 20th 7 for 7.30 till 9.00pm at Taunton Meeting House
Facilitated by Ellis Brooks Peace Education and Engagement Co-ordinator QPSW
Monday July 18th Protecting our future from Climate Change. An illustrated talk by Professor Tim
Lenton from Exeter University, Kingsmead School Wiveliscombe. 7.00 for 7.30pm
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THE EU REFERENDUM
What do we as Quakers need to know?
True Godliness don’t turn men out of the world but enable them to live better in it and excites their
endeavours to mend it. ( QF&P 23.02 part- William Penn 1682)
On the one hand there appears to be a wealth of words about whether to vote to remain or to leave but
on the other much of this is propaganda from one side or the other often giving facts and predictions
that are disputed by the other side. What might we Quakers look at to help us make our minds up and in
particular consider the issues that most concern us?
There have been a number of meetings and I have been to one organised by U3A Taunton
which felt to me like a war of words with few facts, and another on environmental issues with Rebecca
Pow MP and Stanley Johnson who presented a strong case that remaining in the EU was best for the
environment. On 13tH June there is a debate at the Brewhouse Theatre in Taunton at 6.30 which
Friends may wish to go to. Also see www.fulfact.org who have independently checked facts presented
by both sides.
For a Quaker perspective Friends may wish to look at:
• An article in the latest Quaker News (which all Meetings will have received) by Jessica
Metheringham, the Quaker Parliamentary Officer which outlines some of the issues from a
neutral standpoint and encourages us to talk about the issues including using our Meeting
Houses. Although I don’t think any West Somerset meetings have hosted events, several of us
have participated in those arranged elsewhere.
• The latest Quaker Council for European Affairs newsletter which unequivocally advocates
Remain on the basis that leaving is not an option for those serious about values and
community but want it to be more constructive. See www.qcea.org – a copy is on the
noticeboard in Taunton Meeting House.
Quakers for Europe (quakersforeurope.com) is an informal group and they are willing to
arrange events for Meetings who would like to invite them and have a newsletter on their website.
There is also an article on the Quakernomics blog which is clearly in favour of remaining in
Europe. (see www.quakerweb.org.uk)

John Ainsworth

CONTACT LIST CHANGES

Warden/hiring Taunton Meeting House: Lynn Shorthouse 01823 327530
07594562270.
John Ainsworth’s mobile number is now 07398 168444.
Shared Oversight Convenor: Pauline Reimers as well as Peter Burgoine.
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REPORT FOR AM ON BYM SUSTAINABILITY GATHERING
Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, 18-20 March 2016.

Carinne Allinson and Huw Morgan attended this gathering as AM representatives.
What struck us most were the stories we heard there, stories of hope, creativity and imagination. Liz
Burch told the story of Friends’ commitment to the environment which culminated in our Canterbury
Commitment to Sustainability – an example of what she described as Spirit-led-decision-making at its
“most faithful best”. We explored our own stories, our personal journey into a commitment to
sustainability, and heard from other Friends of their stories.
One speaker told the story of a humming bird bringing drops of water in its beak to help put out
a forest fire. It was “doing what it could” while the other animals did nothing other than ridicule her. This
speaker’s own story was born of anger when shown the possible outcomes of climate change in a
geography lesson; of viewing direct-action as nothing less than a “public theology”; of being transformed
by Love and taking the transformed-self out onto the street. It was ‘Love’ that committed her to a
concern for the welfare of her not-so-near neighbours, to hearing the voices of the poor, the victims of
society and the deprivations of the marginalised. She cherished the integrity of the Earth and, in
demonstrating that commitment she felt alive, as though God was speaking through her.
Another speaker, who writes stories for a living, saw ‘climate-change’ as a failure of the
imagination. He encouraged us to tell stories, write poetry and sing songs to engage people – ‘facts and
figures’ are ‘uninspiring’ while stories, songs and poetry are quite the reverse. And, of course, the best
stories we can tell, are of how we live our own lives.
The final speaker had been called to a simple life since her Roman Catholic childhood when
she had been inspired by the story of Jesus. Her own story was of taking the hard decisions to become
vegetarian and never to travel by plane. As the surrounding landscape changes with every step one
takes, so the mental landscape changes with every decision one takes. The next decision becomes that
much easier till eventually, a “tipping-point” is reached.
However, this speaker was not convinced that the whole of the Religious Society of Friends
owned, or was upholding, our Canterbury Commitment especially since she felt that we had been
brought together by the Spirit to do this work. “Do we believe, as individuals, in this corporate
commitment?” she asked. Before we can consider ourselves a low-carbon community, we first need to
be a community so we can work together, in the name of The Religious Society of Friends?
It was heartening to be told how faith communities in general (talking behind the scenes with
delegates to the Paris Climate Conference) had had a major impact on that Conference’s finally arriving
at an agreement on CO2 emission limits.
It now behoves us, as informed members of the public, urgently and vitally to hold our
politicians to account and insist that our country keeps within those agreed limits.
We need to take a longer view of ‘Time’ - one that stretches beyond our lifetimes (and certainly
beyond the next election). Life is an unfolding story and we, as humans, and as Quaker-humans at that,
are just one part of it. We may not see the completion of our actions, but that must not prevent us from
doing what we can - however small it may seem.
Sustainability is not separate from, but is an integral part of our Testimonies. The idea of
Sustainability needs to become the core of ‘who we are’ and ‘what we stand for’ – in fact, all that we do
as Quakers.
Some may feel called to activism, which requires tenacity, persistence and a particular courage born of
compassion. But, we are all called to ‘Live our Truth’ and ‘Speak Truth to Power’. Those who are not
called to activism can still participate actively in upholding those who are so called.
Early Friends, like the early Christians, were called to live a life, markedly different from those
around them. We are now called to do the same.
The ‘Social Norms’, which have stabilised our British society thus far, are now effectively repressing the
changes which are urgently needed to meet the challenge of climate change. Our personal interaction
with other individuals can play a huge part in questioning those norms, so that new standards, essential
for humanity’s future on Earth, can be put in place.
A Chinese philosopher (not at the Conference by the way) was asked about the best time to
plant a tree. His advice was:
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Best time to plant tree: twenty five years ago.
Next best time: NOW!
So, Friends, it comes down to us. We are at the sharp end; Area Meeting; Local Meeting;
Individuals; it’s we who really must heed the urging of George Fox:
“Be Patterns, Be examples in all countries.........”
“NOW!” is the time to decide what story our lives will tell.
Carinne Allinson and Huw Morgan

OUT OF QUIET – FILMS FOR CHANGE
Elspeth’s presentation of PFP's work at the Friends Meeting House in
Taunton was superb. I was impressed by how the film footage she
showed and her stories about the work presented the diverse issues
PFP deals with: from teaching sustainable farming techniques to
teenage pregnancy. I was drawn to sign up as a volunteer after the
presentation as I love the way the organization empowers people:
films made BY the people FOR the people - this is exactly how it
should be and this sort of educational issue based work had been
proven to be effective. I was blown away by the projects both as an
ethically minded, compassionate person, but as a student of drama.
Having studied Applied Drama, I l have learnt how powerful drama
can be as a tool for social change. I was also impressed by the
creativity of the film productions, particularly the Bollywood style one
raising awareness of disability and challenging stigma. I thought this
was very clever. I look forward to helping out with PFP in the future.
Jo Thomas from Taunton
REPORT FROM MEETING FOR SUFFERINGS – HELD 2nd APRIL 2016.
This Meeting was concerned mainly with “Living Out Our Faith” in preparation for Yearly Meeting at the
end of May. It was a deeply thoughtful session and drew on responses to the questionnaire Sufferings
sent out asking what AMs were doing under several different headings. Four or five from our AM
responded personally. There was not time to make it a questionnaire for the whole of AM but if we wish
to amplify our response of course we are free to do so.
The response was good – in two weeks 109 responses were received from 48 AMs. The
headings were: Economic Injustice, Inequality, Welfare benefits, Housing and homelessness, Refugees
and asylum seekers, Criminal justice, Sustainability, Peace and “Other”. The analysis will be printed in
the newsletter. I have also printed out some “stories” for representatives to take back to their Meetings. I
was impressed and humbled by just how much work is being undertaken by small groups throughout
the land. When it comes to living out our faith we are doing well as individuals and groups within AMs.
Many groups have identified and responded to needs in their own communities. We heard of none
being initiated at AM level, although many were supporting the groups concerned. What could be done
to amplify the good work? How can such work be encouraged and facilitated? A website for “stories”
was considered, or a website of service throughout BYM which could act as a hub. We need more
contact between contiguous AMs. The Vibrancy initiative may help with connecting up work between
AMs.
Kathy Gollin
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GREEN ADVISORY GROUP REPORT
Our small group continues to try to be a focus for sustainability issues within the Area Meeting
and to disseminate information to Local Meeting clerks which we hope they pass on to
members and attenders of their meetings. We operate within a wider Quaker community and
noted the recent minute from the plenary of the Friends World Consultative Committee on
Living Sustainably and Sustaining Life on Earth which contains recommendations similar to
those that Britain Yearly Meeting has made in the past 3 years. We are all working to the same
end.
We have noted too that the Living Witness Project ( and its newsletter, Earthquaker) is
planning to relaunch with an emphasis on initiatives by small groups of Friends and reshaping
Living Witness to support these groups in their ministry through national and regional
gatherings , a mixture of resources and communication through Earthquaker and the internet.
We await further information on this development.
But we know that locally many Friends already make contributions individually and
through their meetings to creating a more sustainable society and shortly LM clerks will receive
a letter asking that their meeting’s members celebrate this by telling us what they have done or
are doing and also if they have particular skills and experiences to share.
Several events are planned either through this group or which we (and others) may
participate in. We are looking at inviting Dr. Andrew Tressider to talk about electrosensitivity
and the potential dangers of wifi; we would like to be able to show the recent film “the Divide”
about inequality ( or advertise if it is being shown nearby) and we will try to circulate information
about the environmental issues for the EU referendum in June.
I think LM clerks will have received information from Friends House about the latest
Sustainability and New Economy Grants (for projects that will help to build low carbon
sustainable communities or a more just kind of economics) – deadline for applications is 3rd
October. If Meetings have ideas consider applying – feel free to talk with one of our group.
COMING UP SOON
Quaker events
• Monday 20th June. What Can Quakers do about Militarism? Ellis Brooks from
QPSW. Taunton Meeting House 7 for 7.30p.m.
•

Monday 27th June. Next green Advisory Group Meeting. Taunton Meeting House
2.00. All welcome.

Other events of interest
• Sunday 12th June. Green Scythe Fair at Thorney Lakes near Langport. 11 a.m. to 11
p.m. Lots of stalls etc and a debate on flooding at 1.00 with George Monbiot, Molly
Scott Cato and Julian Temperley (a local farmer).
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•

Friday 1st July. Exploring Community Participation in Environmental Initiatives.
University of Exeter. 10.30 to 3.30. Places limited but free

•

Monday 18th July. Protecting our Future from Climate Change. Illustrated talk by
Prof. Tim Lenton from Exeter University. Kingsmead School, Wiveliscombe 7 for 7.30

YOU MIGHT LIKE TO LOOK AT:
Living Witness -Quaker for Sustainability. www.livingwitness.org.uk where you can
download Earthquaker, read their plans for renewing LW as a transformational community and
courses on shaping a modern Quaker eco-theology ( very soon at Woodbrooke), summer
working on the land retreat at Bamford Community (28th July to 4th August), and the Living
Witness gathering at Bamford over the first weekend of October.
CELEBRATE OUR SUSTAINABILITY – INSPIRE EACH OTHER
As Quakers, we understand climate change to be a symptom of a greater challenge:
how to live sustainably and justly on this earth.
Around Britain Area Meetings have been involved in big projects which can be seen here:|
http://www.quaker.org.uk/our-work/our-stories
The Green Advisory Group would like to celebrate what we do as Quakers in West Somerset
Area Meeting in working towards a more sustainable community. There will be many smaller things
that we do as individuals as well as corporately as Local Meetings.
Will you tell us your stories? What have you done in/with your home, land, consumption,
waste, travel and money? There will be imaginatively creative things. Have you developed, or know of
people who have expertise or skills or knowledge who you might recommend and why?
So, will you write to tell us your story, (be anonymous if you wish)? We hope to gather these
into a book which can be shared through the Area Meeting Newsletter and/or made into a simple
publication to be used as inspiration to us all and be a useful resource.
Pat Bell will be happy to receive them at pat.bell17@gmail.com.

John Ainsworth (convenor of Green Advisory group)

AVRIL’S PLAY – HELP WANTED
As part of the Out of Quiet series of events, I am writing a short play for
September 7th , in part imagining how George Fox would respond to the
Internet and Social Media. There is a cast of three; I have two performers
and am looking for a third. Technical help with Powerpoint much needed,
plus help in producing posters and props. Please contact me at
AvrilSilk@aol.com
if you are interested in being involved
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THE QPSW CONFERENCE HELD AT THE HAYES CONFERENCE CENTRE, SWANWICK
It was a great privilege to attend the conference which achieved its aim of helping Friends to better
understand the work of Quaker Peace and Social Witness. The staff from Friends House impressed
with their commitment and passion, and their youth!
QPSW helps Quakers in Britain to make changes in the world. To live out our faith and put it to
work. This is better achieved by being run at a national level. It is a hub for local and national Quaker
action for peace and justice and is committed to nonviolent social change.
While I was at the conference I focussed on two issues. Firstly the Ecumenical Accompaniment
Programme in Palestine and Israel known as EAPPI), which has the aim of ending the occupation. The
EAPPI provides protection by its presence, reports violations of human rights and undertakes advocacy.
I learnt about the application process, the criteria for volunteers (for instance you have to be able to run
at full pelt over rough ground) and the training which seems to me to be very thorough; other countries
send volunteers who have not had such excellent training as British volunteers The application process
starts a year in advance, and those selected have a week's training at Friends House, and another
week at Woodbrooke. They are sent overseas for three months, and are expected to commit to giving at
least 10 talks about their experiences when they come home. The work is very demanding physically
and emotionally. Palestinians who work in Israel may have to leave home at 4 in the morning because
the queues to get across the border are so long, and the volunteers have to get up early too. The
presence of Ecumenical Accompaniers helps a little to ease the border crossing process. They are able
to intercede on behalf of the Palestinians when, for instance, people who are in wheelchairs waiting to
go through the special gate for people with physical difficulties are kept waiting for up to an hour
because a border guard has gone for a cigarette break. Their presence also helps Palestinian farmers
feel safe when they have to constantly cross borders to get from one part of their land to another. I was
able to watch a film about a village in Palestine which used non-violent action to stop their olive trees
being ripped up and a wall being built which would have practically surrounded their village. I felt like
cheering when the decision was made to move the wall away from the village. We were also told about
non-violent action which was able to stop an entire village being demolished. It was also interesting to
note that their cause is being helped by some Israelis who do not agree with the treatment given to the
Palestinians, and by many people from around the world.
I was able to talk to someone who had actually been an EAPPI observer and had been shot in
the stomach; she has a hole in her tummy, yet she chose to go back again, but was denied entry and
black-listed. This was such a touching true story, and a reflection of how Israel holds in contempt
international law in pursue of its illegal colonization of Palestinian land.
The second issue which interested me was Economic Justice. Our current economic system is
associated with high levels of global and national inequality and the over-exploitation of the environment
– it is like a 'machine' which is running out of control. The team at Friends House, overseen by a
Committee of friends from all over the country ,together decide on important issues and helps Quakers
and other to take nonviolent action to work for positive change. It supports people to engage with
decision makers such as Members of Parliament in order to promote a fairer world. At the workshop we
were encouraged to explore what sort of economic system is needed if we are to live within the
constraints of the earth's natural resources.
I met three young, committed peace workers. They are placed with organisations working in
Britain on an aspect of peace. CONSCIENCE is an organisation working in the area of conscientious
objection. The work involves helping to introduce a new bill for people to register with HMRC and allow
their tax to be redirected towards non-military objectives. OMEGA is an organisation dedicated to
researching Military and Police equipment which is used to abuse human rights. It actually involves
going under cover to Arms Fairs to research what new weapons have come on to the market. MEDACT
looks at the harmful consequences of recruiting under 18's into the military and have come up with
research which finds that the physical and mental health problems can be exacerbated by trauma
experienced whilst still developing. Britain is the only country which recruits under 18's.
This work is inspiring and needs our support. Although I was aware of QPSW and its work
before, the conference made it come alive and filled me with enthusiasm to carry the message forward.
Shirley Anthony
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SOMERSET SACRE
A SACRE is a Standing Advisory Committee on Religious Education. All English local education
authorities are obliged to have one. Religious Education has a unique place in the National Curriculum
in England; it is not a core or foundation subject but maintained schools are obliged to teach it, and the
local syllabus is determined by the local SACRE, though many SACREs including Somerset liaise with
each other and develop syllabuses in common.
I was nominated about eighteen months ago by WSAM to represent Quakers on Somerset
SACRE. The SACRE represents the whole of Somerset local authority area but I am not aware whether
the other Somerset area Quaker meetings have been asked to nominate me. I try to keep a wholeSomerset dimension in mind. I have attended most of the termly meetings held since I joined.
The SACRE is made up of teachers and head teachers, and representatives of the local
authority, teachers’ unions and religious groups. I know many members of SACRE from my education,
union and religious activities.
SACRE is very well chaired and promotes sound RE, involving the exploration of worship, of
values and of multi-cultural society. We behave collaboratively and ecumenically.
There are both threats and opportunities for religious education; the threats include rejection or
misunderstanding of its values and pressure to reduce its time on the timetable or subsume it in other
studies such as citizenship. Opportunities include the chance to celebrate diversity, explore morals,
ethics and philosophy and enrich children’s understanding of the roots of our culture and society.
SACRE has resource and book boxes which it lends to schools and conducts an annual conference.
Our meetings rotate around schools and places of worship and I am delighted to tell you that I
have invited SACRE to hold the 23rd June 2016 meeting at Taunton’s refurbished meeting house.
Friends are always welcome to question me about SACRE or discuss its activities.
Richard Salter saltertaunton@btinternet.com
SOMERSET CHURCHES TOGETHER
I attended this committee meeting on March 30th 2016.
The advantage of taking part in this committee is that we are all able to attend forums
organised on an ecumenical basis. There is also a monthly newsletter with good information of a variety
of events. I know that Quakers have little spare time but some of the events could be very inspiring.
Unfortunately there is not a newsletter in April but I am sure that the newsletters could be more widely
circulated by Clerks when they arrive.
The main business was a Financial Report. Quakers give the least amount of money being
£98 per year and the Anglicans give over £3000 although they do not as yet have a representative on
the committee. The membership fees are due to increase due to the CE having to travel more and an
increase in travel expenses. They are due to increase by 1% 2016-2% 2017 and we are asked to reevaluate the number of Members and Attenders as the fee is per capita.
It was mentioned that the CE needed a new lap top and one member said that Microsoft will
give free computer equipment to charities. You may need to pay a small admin charge c £20. Contact
TTLE or Cisco.
The Forum for 2016 took place in February and there was feedback. Four people spoke with
extended time for presentation. There was a good variety and quality of topics. It is always difficult to get
a venue that suits everyone but it was felt that Street gave good hospitality
Father Christopher gave a talk about the hospitality in the monastery when they tried to extend
their remit to include retreat days. It is interesting to hear that other church community members are
struggling with similar declining attendance and communicating with the community. One committee
member said for her that Father Christopher’s sharing of the way that he and his brothers investigated
their own preconceptions of what people wanted before offering a retreat was insightful and illuminating.
Faith and Education is planned for next year’s Forum in 2017. Everyone is welcome
to attend.
17th June in Somerton Local Ecumenical Partnership TBA
26th November Winter Forum TBA
Zoe Ainsworth-Grigg
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DEATH AND DYING
I would like to thank Friends for giving me the opportunity to serve as Quaker Life Rep
(alternate).I feel truly privileged, especially after my experience at Quaker Life Rep Council.
Initially, when I discovered the topic was death and dying, I thought I had drawn the
short straw! I would have been much happier with a more abstract, more 'spiritual' topic.
However, it was a real joy to discuss such deep and painful issues with other Friends, and the
compassion and holding in my Home Group was beyond words.
The weekend was not wall-to-wall misery, as I had imagined. Yes, there was grief, and
anger, and tears (some of them mine), but there was also love and upholding, and a lot of joy
and laughter. The main messages from the weekend can be summed up in a few sentences:
•

We cannot assume the future or take anything for granted, so we are urged to live
love-filled lives NOW. We need to take the time to get to know one another, find out
about one another, listen to one another's stories - and don't wait until the memorial
meeting to say nice things about people.

•

Death is part of the fabric of our lives together. Life is messy, and fun, and sometimes
it hurts - we just need to get on with it, knowing that the gift of life is inseperably linked
to the promise of death. God is there with us in the messiness of life, and in the hurt,
and we need to learn to live with the darkness and accommodate it alongside everyday
life. We can't live if we fear death.

•

Sometimes we are given things we haven't asked for and don't want - but nothing is
ever wasted. So we need to take these things out from wherever we have tried to hide
them - look at them, contemplate them, and try to discover their true purpose.

•

When death and illness happen, we don't have to know what to say, or do. Just being
there, being alongside, holding someone's hand - that is enough.

Finally, fulfilling my Quaker Life Rep role as a two-way channel of communication, here are
some notices, and a question.
1. 2017 slots are now booking for Paul Parker and Juliet Prager to come and talk to
meetings.
2. Ref. Safeguarding - the 2014 edition is still the current one.
3. Quakers and other faith groups have been invited to participate in the government
consultation on crematoria. This is also available online and if anyone is interested,
contact Quaker Life and they will send you a link.
4. The new Vibrancy in Meetings CoOrdinator is Rachel Matthews, and she is looking for
places to run pilot projects. Contact her for support.
5. The End of Life Issues working group has produced a new leaflet and I was given 10 to
bring back to AM (at least one per LM) - please don't just put it in the leaflet rack! It is
intended to be used as an ongoing resource. There was also a list of books and online
resources produced for the Rep Council and if AM Clerks have not already done so, I
can email a copy to LM Clerks.
And the question: "What issues or areas of work arising from the life of our Meetings
would be helped by consideration at Quaker Life Rep Council?"
Carinne Allinson
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WORK STUDY METHOD OF PROBLEM SOLVING
In my previous article the problem selected was "Survival of the Human Race on Planet Earth".
I shall now attempt to RECORD what we know about life in greater detail hoping a sensible
solution suggests itself.
When we observe how some animals are constructed, we are amazed by how sensibly they
are designed. For example, we know why aircraft wings are designed to speed up airflow over the top,
thus reducing pressure and lifting the aircraft. The Humpback whale weighs about 30 tons and has a
large body and wing like flippers. Surprisingly it is very agile. This is due to the bumps on its wings
called tubercules. These speed up airflow, increasing lift and reducing drag when moved quickly.
Obviously we should have designed aircraft wings in this way.
A drone has been built which can hover like a seagull as it has similar wing control. Seagulls
flex their wings at the elbow and shoulder joints in order to hover. Many good ideas come from nature
and engineers crudely imitate systems which occur in nature to solve difficulties. All credit is due to the
Master Engineer who did the designing. It could not just have happened by accident!
When we look at evolution, some 200 million large and billions of small fossils have been
observed. The major groups appear suddenly and remain unchanged. Some just disappear when they
don’t fit in with the situation they are in.
In general, we believe the Earth is 4 billion years old, and the Universe 15 billion.
When we observe these facts, and how successful they were in prolonging life forms as the
climate changed, we are forced to believe that the “survival of the fittest" concept appears to be true.
Why, therefore, has the Spirit arranged "evolution" this way, and what should we believe is the
objective? (Not what we think we should accept without systematic examination.)
Records show how some species have become more complex with time without changing
basically. Apparently five* were so successful they exterminated themselves.
The four recorded climate change cycles did not help. The one we are in now emphasises how
the planet will warm up as it did in the past.
Further observation points out how, when species act in communities, individuals survive
happily as each supports the other. Over population reduces resources available, then life becomes
difficult even impossible.
In Jesus’ time, over population was not a big problem, and the spiritual guidance He received
was directed towards supporting "Good" against "Evil" communities.
When we attempt to put ourselves in the mind of the Spirit based on these observations, we
can appreciate that we, the culmination of evolution, at the moment, could control all present day
living species so that none would completely exploit another. The balance between predator and victim
would be preserved. It is up to us to appreciate that, in general:
1) You do not receive something for nothing. Payback in some way, is essential. For instance, cows
eat grass to survive - grass feeds on cows’ excrement.
2) Each of us will eventually die. While alive we are responsible for ourselves and our shortcomings in
many ways.
3) We must endeavour to support the Spirit's ideals as indicated above.
I could go on; but I end my remarks on RECORD here so we can consider EXAMINE, the next stage,
where we really try to stick to simplicity, truth, justice, and equality, showing respect to the Natural
World.
John Butcher
(**Out of interest I have asked John to send further details of the five species he mentions. Ed.)
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LIVING OUT OUR FAITH - STORIES OF LOCAL ACTION
The stories in this paper have been written to enrich our consideration about Living out our faith.
The recent survey (see paper MfS2016/04/05) painted an inspiring picture, but could only give us
brief information about the broad and deep work being done by local Quakers.
Meeting for Sufferings asked Friends from three Area Meetings to tell us a little more. Their

reflections are copied below.

South London AM - Friends' family group at Croydon Meeting House
From Concern to Practice
I am a member of Croydon meeting, and until my retirement in 2007 I worked for a number of years
managing a local charity which ran a number of family groups in areas of social deprivation in the
borough, and was mainly funded by Croydon Council. Cathy Spence, also a member of the meeting,
worked in one of the groups as a group leader. A family group is so called for two reasons: one,
because it supports families with young children, providing childcare for the children while the
parents/carers participate in activities organized by a group leader, usually skill or craft based, the
activities planned with parents to meet their needs and interests; the second reason it is called a
family group is that the group itself operates as a form of family, with the group leader providing
support and a listening ear when needed and the group members supporting one another through
whatever challenges they are facing and celebrating happy times together.
In 2010 the Council cut funding completely, and the charity was forced to close down in
February 2011. Members of staff continued to run the groups on a voluntary basis until the end of
that term to give parents time to adjust to the closure of the groups, and I visited the groups
informally to discuss with group leaders how we might be able to keep at least some of the groups
going. Cathy and I also discussed with Gillian Turner, then Clerk of Croydon Meeting, how the
meeting could help, and during those discussions it became clear that we had a real concern for a
group which had previously been run at the charity's headquarters in the centre of Croydon, close to the
meeting house.
I took that concern to local business meeting on 10t h April, 2011. The meeting adopted the
concern, Premises Committee agreed to allow the group to use one of the upstairs rooms at the
meeting house rent free, and funds were raised to enable the group to open the following month,
including £200 donated by the KingstonTrust for equipment.
Friends' Family Group opened in the East Room at Croydon Meeting House on 12t h May
2011, with Cathy as group leader and two playworkers, and since then the group has met for ten
sessions a term, serving up to ten families at a session. At the same time we were able to support,
through sharing information and equipment, two other family groups to continue, one in New
Addington, supported by the head of the Children's Centre in which it was based, and one in
Waddon, supported by the vicar of St George's church where the group ran.
In November 2011 I applied to the London Quaker Service Trust for funding for the next two
years. It costs around £1900 a year to run the group, most of which is staff wages (all the staff are
qualified and experienced), and some of that funding comes from meeting collections, donations
from individual Friends and parents' voluntary donations. LQST agreed to provide £1700 in the first
year of funding and £1500 in the second, and on my application in 2014 agreed a further sum of
£1000.
Last year Croydon Meeting received a substantial legacy, and on my application Local
Business Meeting and Legacies Committee agreed to pay £1000 a year to support the family group.
The LQST have suggested that future applications will be favourably considered, so we are confident
that the family group will continue to thrive in the meeting house for the foreseeable future.
I have worked as a volunteer playworker in the children's playroom and have experienced
first-hand the confidence and happiness that the sessions bring to the children - they love the room,
19

which we were able to furnish from donations and second-hand acquisitions. I have also seen the
wonderful activities that Cathy organizes for the parents. Family group members have ranged from
a family who were living in a hostel, waiting to be housed by the council, to professional women who
were challenged by the transition from career to a life centred around their children. For all these
parents the creative activities and the company they have been able to enjoy in the group have been
a lifeline.
Kay Papadopoulos
CCM Canolbarth Cymru/Mid Wales AM - Peace Education
Two years ago Mid-Wales Area Meeting adopted Peace Education as a major concern. A
discussion, which began in response to the Government's proposals to commemorate the First
World War, broadened to include concern about child soldiers, increasing militarization in education,
the glorification of violence in the media and entertainment (violent video games etc.) and a culture
of hostility and bullying both in schools and wider society.
We had great support from QPSW's Peace Education programme and we discussed our
ideas with Resolve Cymru, which was itself initially a Quaker initiative and had at one time run
conflict resolution programmes in schools. We began by sourcing grants from various Quaker grantmaking trusts to pay Resolve facilitators to run programmes in primary schools, the deal being that
we would put in a volunteer who would work alongside them and develop their own skills and
confidence.
When Resolve Cymru lost their core funding and had to close altogether they gave us their
remaining funds and we now employ their former facilitators direct while at the same time running
recruitment and training programmes for volunteers, so that eventually we can put in pairs of
volunteers to run programmes and the project can become more sustainable.
The programme is offered free to schools and runs for 6 weeks at one hour a week.
Although a minor input into the school week we know from feedback that the work extends into other
parts of the school week, both because teachers pick up on some of the exercises and because the
children refer back to it.
We start with establishing ground rules - listening, respecting, sharing, confidentiality etc
and then begin very basic conflict resolution work, starting with the individual and working outwards feeling OK about ourselves, handling our own anger, being aware of how overlapping and complex
are our 'in-groups' and 'out-groups'; then handling bullying and other people's anger and aggression;
awareness of different perceptions of situations, the challenges of decision-making; and
progressing to the potential in co-operation and a more pro-active mediation. Much of the work is
done with circle time, plus some work in small groups. We use a mixture of talking, sharing,
exercises and games. We use quiet periods and mindful breathing to give pupils the skills to handle
their own stresses, and stories to focus attention on particular issues.
At the end of a programme we ask for feedback from teachers and pupils (anonymously) as
to what has worked best, what has been most (and least) enjoyable, whether they would recommend
the work to other classes. We cover schools across our Area Meeting - in north Powys, north
Ceredigion and south Gwynedd, and initially concentrated on the upper forms of primary (years 4,5,
& 6). But recently we have responded to requests to run it with top year infants (with the anxieties of
transition to primary) and first year secondary (settling into big school). In both cases we are tackling
fears about conflict with a new set of peers (handling difference and anger), finding one's feet (selfesteem) and developing potential (working co-operatively).
We have now completed 27 programmes and have 7 confirmed for next term. Our
volunteers bring an amazing range of skills, and great commitment, to the project.
The administration for all this is fairly intensive and means that we don't have the resources
to extend the project beyond our AM but we would love it to be picked up across the Quaker
community. We have made links with the West Midlands Peace Education project, and in co20

operation with them and with QPSW Peace Education we have offered to run a weekend conference
at Woodbrooke next year.
Helen Porter
Southern East Anglia AM - Refugees and asylum seekers
Why Colchester? It's a surprisingly cosmopolitan town; the home of Essex University; close to the
ports of Harwich and Felixstowe; and has a history of welcoming refugees.
Last September, SEAQM, prompted by the MfS Statement on Refugees, and "Our Faith in
the Future", set up a working group to act on the plight of refugees. An early decision was to work in
collaboration with others. A Friend undertook a scoping exercise and, much to our surprise,
discovered a migrant and refugee support organisation, Fresh Beginnings (FB) operating, quietly, a
short walk from the Colchester Meeting House. We decided to link up.
Through FB, my wife and I met Hana, a Syrian woman who needed somewhere to stay.
Hana has been a part of our household for the last six months. We began to learn of the challenges
facing local refugees, such as travelling into London, mostly at peak-times, to attend Home Office
assessments. Colchester Local Meeting (LM) agreed to offer FB some financial support to help them
cover this.
Meanwhile, various groups began forming in the town to make the "Calais run". Friends
were unable to go themselves but the LM was able to help fund a trip by another faith group.
Meanwhile, momentum was gathering in the town to take-in more refugees. This led to the formation of
Welcome Refugees Colchester, a broad coalition of charity organisations, faith groups, student
societies and individuals. SEAQM became part of this.
The groundswell of concern helped convince the Borough Council that the town could take
a lead under the Government's Syrian Vulnerable Person Resettlement (VPR) Programme. A key
element in its decision-making was the proven track record of FB. In turn, FB looked to local faith
groups, including Quakers, to develop a cradle of support around the families. "We want them to be
surrounded by good people because, as a refugee, it is so easy to be surrounded by bad".
Four Syrian families arrived in Colchester just before Christmas. My wife and I felt privileged
to be at their welcoming. On New Year's Day, Colchester Friends held a tea party at the Meeting
House for the families and their befriending groups. SEAQM has befriended one of the families,
although they remain, formally, in the care of FB.
Amongst other things we have: made bread together, shared meals, and introduced them to
curious English customs, such as Pancake Day. Friends have also been on hand to help out with
shopping trips.
All this has led to an extraordinary, and probably unprecedented, surge in multi faith
interaction across the town: an interfaith gathering in the Town Hall, presided over by the Mayor; a
Pledge Assembly presided over by the Bishop of Colchester. Quakers are actively involved and
becoming better known and understood. At one of the events someone said "Ah, Quakers. I'd heard
of you but I thought you'd all died out'
In March, two Friends attended a conference in Cambridge on Syrian Resettlement
organised by the Local Government Association's Strategic Migration Partnership for the Eastern
Counties. There, the "befriending" model was promoted as a way forward for resettlement and
integration. Looking ahead:
• We think the time is right to expand our befriending group to involve more Friends.
• There's another Interfaith event in a few weeks, at Colchester Meeting House.
• The Council has said it is willing to take another group under the VPR programme.
• Hana's asylum application was granted recently, she has an Nl number, a job, and is looking for a
place of her own.
Robert Parkes Clerk, SEAQM refugee working group
21

LIVING OUT OUR FAITH (CALL FOR EQUALITY)
Introduction
Yearly Meeting is currently moving through a three-year arc, ‘Living out our faith’. Meeting for
Sufferings was given a particular task:
We ask Friends and meetings to engage with the evil of social and economic injustice which creates
a world in which the wrong things are valued. To do this requires owning and upholding the work
that is already being done by Friends and in our name; helping to fund that work as generously as
possible; and becoming involved in however small a way. For ourselves we need to find some action
however simple to do now. We ask Meeting for Sufferings to take the work on social and economic
injustice forward, co-ordinating the work of local and area meetings who might wish to become more
deeply involved, and encouraging the deep spiritual and intellectual searching that could underpin a
‘true social order’ for our age.
At our April 2016 meeting, we took time to focus on the implications of this request. We
reflected on Yearly Meeting 2015: what is already being done and what more might need to be
done? The session also helped to prepare for Yearly Meeting 2016.
Broad as well as deep
YM 2015 considered ‘social and economic injustice’ within the overall arc ‘Living out our faith’.
Arrangements Group have reflected that it’s not really possible to disentangle ‘peace’, ‘sustainability’
and other current concerns from questions of social and economic justice. Reviewing the subject of
minutes sent to Meeting for Sufferings in recent years, they have identified some broad clusters:
• Economic injustice
• Refugees and asylum seekers
• Housing and homelessness
• Criminal Justice
• Education
• Peace
• Sustainability
Questions for Meeting for Sufferings
The clerks suggested three sets of questions for our session in April:
1. Responding to Yearly Meeting 2015 minute 36
Yearly Meeting asked us to: “co-ordinate the work of local and area meetings; and encourage the
deep spiritual and intellectual searching that could underpin a ‘true social order’ for our age”.
• From the perspective of Friends in your area and local meetings, what does this mean?
• What would help to co-ordinate your work with others’?
• What would help your searching?
2. Testing concerns
‘Achieving clarity about a concern is a particular exercise in discernment.’ – Qf&p13.05.
One of the responsibilities of Area Meetings is to provide mutual support, through shared testing of
concerns (Qfap 4.02). When Area Meetings or Committees send concerns to Meeting for Sufferings,
they are asked to make the faith basis of the concern explicit.
• In what ways do Area Meetings support individuals and local meetings to test concerns?
• How can Friends help each other to articulate the faith basis of a concern?
• What would help?
3. Balancing and prioritising
One of Meeting for Sufferings’ functions is ‘to set the priorities for the centrally managed work’ (Qf&p
7.02a).
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As Quakers we live in the world, and we are influenced by world events and the media. When called,
we must respond. At the same time, Quaker work is often characterised by taking the long view,
seeing the bigger picture, seeking root causes, persistence and ‘undaunted patience’ (Qf&p 23.13).
• Are Friends and Meetings sometimes too reactive?
• What should the balance be between long-term work and being responsive?
• Where is the Spirit leading us – so that we use our individual and shared resources (time, energies,
skills and money) to make the difference we yearn for?
LIVING OUT OUR FAITH - WHAT ARE QUAKERS IN BRITAIN DOING NOW?
Introduction
Many thanks to everyone who responded so quickly and helpfully. Between 25th February and 10th
March – just two weeks - we had 109 responses from Friends in 48 Area Meetings. (More responses
have come in since then, and will inform further work.) The responses paint an impressive and
inspiring picture of Quaker witness in Britain today.
These notes can’t cover everything in detail; and we know that more will be happening in
the 22 AMs which did not respond by 10th March. But we hope it will give a snapshot, to help Meeting
for Sufferings in its consideration.
The responses are set out in seven sections, reflecting clusters of issues which have been
considered by Meeting for Sufferings in recent years: Economic injustice, inequality, welfare benefits;
Housing and homelessness; Refugees and asylum seekers; Criminal justice; Sustainability; Peace;
and Other.
In each section we have added a little information about relevant centrally-managed work, and about
work being done by other Quaker groups. Again, this can’t be comprehensive, but we hope it will help
anyone who wishes to learn more.
Some comments about ‘tested concerns’
We asked for information about ‘corporate witness’ - concerns which had been tested and adopted
by Quaker Meetings. Certainly, many individuals act under concern; but gathering information from
thousands of Quakers would have been impossible in this short survey.
Several respondents commented about this.
• One Friend said that, although the AM had tested concerns, they were being actively pursued by
only a small number of Friends
• Five explained that although individuals or local meetings were doing a lot of work, their concerns
had not been tested corporately.
• Three Friends wrote that they did not understand the term ‘tested concern’.
ECONOMIC INJUSTICE, INEQUALITY, WELFARE BENEFITS
Local and area meeting witness
The survey told us:
• 12 AMs are taking action
• In 17 AMs, LMs are taking action
• In 21 AMs, individuals are taking action
Some ways in which local and area meetings are taking action
• Support for Quaker Homeless Action and mobile library
• Organising a Churches Together public meeting, and meeting with the local MP, George Osborne,
at the Meeting House
• Questionnaire to candidates before General election; Meeting with and lobbying of MP after the
election
• Support for food banks
• Local action to support those on low incomes and to draw attention to the effects of austerity
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• Use of a house bequeathed to the LM for the benefit of local residents in economic need.
• Relief of individual cases of hardship.
• Fairtrade products.
• Involvement in a Mental Health march
• Involvement in a local Peoples Parliament
• Statement to local Council
• When council grants were cut off for mother and toddler groups we opened one of our own totally
funded by Local and Area Meeting, and later by a Quaker trust
HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS
Local and area meeting witness
The survey told us:
• 4 AMs are taking action
• In 17 AMs, local meetings are taking action
• In 18 AMs, individuals are taking action
Some ways in which local and area meetings are taking action
• Active involvement in local night shelter and street pastors
• Collect clothing and food for the homeless shelter and also donate money from LM funds.
• Work with a local Homelink organisation to assist those with low incomes into housing
• Offer free accommodation to a local charity that feeds and provides other support to homeless
people every night.
Centrally-managed work
Quaker Housing Trust is Britain Yearly Meeting's own housing charity: a practical response to a
spiritual concern. Through loans, grants and advice, the Quaker Housing Trust supports projects that
meet the housing needs of people who are often overlooked.
www.qht.org.uk
BYM is addressing the Housing and Planning Bill currently going through Parliament, focusing on the
proposals to reform right to buy.
http://www.quaker.org.uk/our-work/social-justice-2/housing
Other Quaker organisations
There are at least 25 Quaker-run accommodation schemes for older people. More information is
available from the Quaker Housing Trust www.qht.org.uk
Quaker Homeless Action runs various projects including a Christmas Shelter, mobile libraries for the
homeless and befriending
www.qha.org.uk
REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS
Local and area meeting witness
The survey told us that at least:
• 11 AMs are taking action
• In 28 AMs, local meetings are taking action
• In 18 AMs, individuals are taking action
Some ways in which local and area meetings are taking action:
• An AM Asylum Group, which campaigns on these issues and has made representations to
government
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• Financial and practical support for local groups helping asylum seekers
• Membership of City of Sanctuary
• A project to store and transport goods to refugee camps; sending money and clothes to Calais
• Through Churches Together, lobbying the local council
• Visiting people held in a local prison that has recently been turned into an immigration removal
centre and a number of individuals from the LMs nearby are involved here.
• Helping to set up a Welcome Syrian Families charity
• Co-ordinating care for 8 refugees living locally
• Writing to MPs about indefinite detention
• Hosting refugee groups and an advice service in the Meeting House
• Families welcoming refugees into their homes
• Befriending newly-arrived refugees
• Offering 2 to 4 people a hot meal and a bed for the night on Sundays
Centrally-managed work
BYM has spoken out nationally about the plight of people seeking safe haven, and the treatment of
refugees in Britain. Quaker Peace and Social Witness (QPSW) is currently considering the best way
of taking action, nationally.
Other Quaker Groups
Quaker Asylum and Refugee Network (QARN) helps Quakers actively involved in supporting
refugees to support each other; seeks to inform other Quakers; and campaigns.
www.qarn.org.uk
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Local and area meeting witness
• The survey told us that at least:
• 11 AMs are taking action
• In 10 AMs, LMs are taking action
• In 17 AMs, individuals are taking action
Some ways in which local and area meetings are taking action:
• An AM Criminal Justice Group, which has held several open meetings to involve both AM Friends
and others
• Support for 2 prison chaplains, 1 appointed by the AM
• Quaker Chaplains working in prisons in the AM area.
• A prison minister and a support group have set up 'Quiet Space in a local Prison.
• Support for Friends Therapeutic Community (Glebe House) including by individuals serving as
trustees.
• Active in a local Ecumenical Justice group
• Supporting newly-released prisoners to resettle in the community.
• Helping to set up a ‘Circles of Support’ group.
Centrally-managed work
Through QPSW’s Crime, Community and Justice programme, Quakers seek to address government
policy; and inform Quakers and Meetings – this includes briefings and ‘Why Prison?’ workshops.
www.quaker.org.uk/our-work/social-justice-2/crime-community-and-justice-2
Other Quaker groups
Quakers in Criminal Justice is an informal network of Quakers who are involved in the criminal justice
system. It offers mutual support for Quakers working in various branches of the system and helps to
inform them (and thereby their Meetings) about current penal issues. www.qicj.org
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SUSTAINABILITY
Local and area meeting witness
The survey told us that at least:
• 14 AMs are taking action
• In 18 AMs, LMs are taking action
• In 19 AMs, individuals are taking action
Some ways in which local and area meetings are taking action:
• We have an active Low Carbon Commitment Forum. Northfield Eco Centre provides services and
advice in a deprived area of Birmingham.
• AM sustainability group (currently in abeyance)
• AM has disinvested from companies using fossil fuels.
• Offering free use of premises to local Transition group
• Belong to a local sustainability group
• Some updates and discussion to promote individual action plus some carsharing and public or are
sustainable transport by individuals
• Supporting individual Friends to run a 'Footpaths' course
• Workshops and meetings, joining climate change demos
• Property reviews and improvements: Insulation; solar panels; better heating systems; planting fruit
trees; installing cycle racks
Centrally-managed work
In 2011 Quakers in Britain made a corporate commitment to become a low-carbon, sustainable
community and we support each other to live out this commitment. We campaign for climate and
energy justice, and to build a fairer economy which is not powered by fossil fuels.
www.quaker.org.uk/our-work/sustainability
For an overview of work being done, and what more might be done, please see the BYM
Sustainability Group report to Meeting for Sufferings in February 2016 (paper MfS 2016/02/07).
Other Quaker groups
Living Witness works to support the development of Quaker corporate witness to sustainable living
and explore ways of taking it to the wider community in Britain and elsewhere.
www.livingwitness.org.uk
PEACE
Local and area meeting witness
The survey told us at least:
• 15 AMs are taking action
• 25 AMs, LMs are taking action
• In 15 AMs, individuals are taking action
Some ways in which local and area meetings are taking action
• A speaker from 'The Drones Network, organised by a Local Meeting, was followed by a letterwriting campaign and two 'Fly Kites, not Drones' events - plus associated press releases.
• Link to local peace action group
• Organise peace vigils
• An exhibition about local conscientious objectors drawing in the public and schools
• Working to get peace packs into schools; assemblies and careers fairs
• Meeting or corresponding with MPs
• White poppies laid at local memorial
• Organised a public event to mark 100 years of peace-making and remembrance of WW1.
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• Peace witness at military bases
• Public witness at/ around Armed Forces day
• Dialogue with local council around project funding
• Wool against weapons
Centrally-managed work
Quaker Peace and Social Witness: challenges militarism; campaigns for nuclear disarmament;
opposes armed drones; campaigns for exemption to military taxation; and promotes peace
education. The Peaceworker scheme places workers in British peace groups.
www.quaker.org.uk/our-work/peace
Internationally, Quaker Peace and Social Witness co-ordinates the Ecumenical Accompaniment
Programme in Palestine and Israel; and promotes active nonviolence in East Africa. Experience from
international work informs national advocacy.
www.quaker.org.uk/our-work/international-work
Other Quaker Groups
Central England AM has two peace projects:
• Peace Hub in Central Birmingham
• West Midlands Quaker Peace Education Project works in schools in the West Midlands
Northern Friends Peace Board has been working since 1913 ‘to advise and encourage Friends, and
through them their fellow citizens, in the active promotion of peace in all its height and breadth’.
http://nfpb.org.uk
OTHER
Local and area meeting witness
The survey told us that at least:
• 9 AMs are taking action
• In 10 AMs, LMs are taking action
• In 8 AMs, individuals are taking action
Some ways in which local and area meetings are taking action
• The AM is an upholding meeting for Quaker Concern for the Abolition of Torture (Q-CAT),
appointing two trustees.
• Support of education at local Friends School
• Correspondence with political figures in the US, in Russia and in Ukraine in relation to the Ukraine
crisis
• Support a literacy project called ReadWriteClick - providing tuition for adult learners who have very
low levels of literacy and are unable to access other provision
• Supporting a junior school in Kenya
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