WEST SOMERSET AREA MEETING
QUAKER NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2018

This year’s Celebration of Light at Wellington Meeting House.
Wellington Quakers gave a different focus to the Celebration of Light this year,
commemorating the anniversary of the end of World War One with a vigil held in
the Peace Garden and in the Meeting House. The focus was on the football
match that signalled an unofficial truce in the week leading up to Christmas 1914.
A large number of people visited the garden and placed candles around the
tableau; many also came in to the Meeting House to sit for a few minutes in silent
vigil and were very appreciative of the peace and quiet in the building.
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MINUTES OF WEST SOMERSET AREA MEETING
Saturday, November 15th 2018
18/78 Reading
Advices and Queries 17 was read in our Worship today.
18/79 Local Meeting Representatives
Bridgwater
Phil Parratt
Ilminster
Huw Morgan, Margaret Stenhouse
Minehead
Faith Cartwright
Spiceland
Pat Ebdon, Sheila Whitlock, John Hampshire
Taunton
Angela Ayres, Lynda Stewart
Wellington
Marian Dawson
Burnham
Unable to appoint
Supporting Elder
Margaret Stenhouse
18/80 Minutes of Last Meeting
Outstanding items from the previous meeting have been brought forward to today’s agenda.
18/81 Membership Matters
We have heard a report from Martin Wall of the visit he and Steven Trelfa made to John Sivyer
on 10th September. We are very pleased to welcome John into membership. Kathy Gollin will
visit John and welcome him on behalf of the Area Meeting. His name will be added to the list
of Bridgwater’s members.
18/82 Minute of Record
We record the death of our Friend James Hayllar on September 1st this year. James was a
long-standing and much loved member of Ilminster Meeting and will be greatly missed.
We record the death of Janet MacDonald on July 30th his year. Janet was a much valued
member of Wellington Meeting for many years.
18/82 Thanks to Retiring Friends
On behalf of our Area Meeting we would like to thank our Friends Chris and Christina Lawson
who have served the Area Meeting faithfully for many years. We agree to send them a card to
thank them and wish them well in their new life. We also thank Minehead meeting for the
farewell party which they gave Chris and Christina on November 4th.
18/83 Trustees Report and AM Policies
Kathy Gollin gave us highlights of the Trustees’ Report. Trustees have made visits to local
meetings over the year including Ilminster, Spiceland and Wellington Meetings. The full report
will be in the Newsletter. More Trustees are needed urgently and Friends are asked to
consider service.
The Policies and Communication sub-group have been collating policies for the Area Meeting
which are now available for Local Meetings and the public. All LM reps present received a
folder containing the policies. If a policy needs to be changed it can be amended and replaced
in the folder. AM approved the policies and this approval document will be placed at the front
of the file. We thank Margaret Stocks and Faith Cartwright for their work on this.
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Friends queried the possibility of having a policy on Lettings. At the moment LM’s have
their individual lettings agreements. The Policy and Communication sub-group agreed to look
at forming a policy in the New Year. Information on lettings is available through a wardenship
network.
18/84 Citizens UK
Charles Henderson informed us of a meeting of delegates on 3rd October which formed an
important step in creating a Citizens UK chapter in Taunton and West Somerset. The Listening
Campaign continues responding to the community’s needs and concerns. There will be a
public event on February 11th at the Taunton Methodist Church. Our treasurer reported that
we do not have the resources to make substantial donations to Citizens UK. The question of
the Area Meeting’s commitment to Citizens UK will be on the AM agenda in January.
18/85 WSAQM Structure
The diagram of the structure of the Area Meeting created by Chris Lawson has been
circulated. The diagram was agreed acceptable to Friends without alteration.
18/86 WSAQM Calendar
It was proposed and agreed that the date for Area Meeting at Wellington should be changed
from Saturday the 20th to the 13th April.
It was suggested that a programme of events should be circulated to inform Friends and
ensure that events do not overlap. Events should be publicised through the AM website and
updated on the AM Calendar. This process will be added to the next BTM agenda for
clarification.
18/87

Nominations
The names of John Ainsworth and Margaret Stocks have been put forward to serve as Elders
at Taunton Meeting beginning in January 2019 for the triennium.
Margaret Stocks has also agreed to serve as a Trustee for one year until the end of 2019.
John Sivyer’s name has been put forward to serve as an overseer for Bridgwater Meeting to
serve from today until the end of 2021.
These appointments were acceptable to Friends.

18/88 AM Business Team for 2019
As it has not been possible to find two co-clerks to clerk the Area Meeting next year, the
Business Team is continuing in its present form. Although some Friends from the existing
team have agreed to serve for another year it is very important that more Friends join the team
in order to be in a position to continue when present members will be laying this down. We ask
all Local Meetings to seek to appoint a new representative to the team for 2019.
18/89 Reports
We thank Taunton for their Meeting report which has been circulated.
The report from Meeting for Sufferings has been circulated. Kathy Gollin asked whether the
questions of diversity raised by Sufferings have been considered by Local Meetings.
Margaret Stenhouse’s report on Quaker Life has been circulated. Margaret added that the
question of diversity also formed an important part of the gathering.
All three reports will be printed in the Newsletter.
3

18/90 Spiceland Burial Ground Leaflet.
Following the need to reprint the leaflet, changes and amendments have been passed to Local
Meetings. The Area Meeting agrees with the changes and asks Spiceland to proceed with
printing the leaflet. We thank Spiceland for their work on this.
18/91 Notices
Open Door Café for the Homeless in Taunton was closed during Christmas week last year. As
it will be closed again this year for some of the Christmas week, Sue Brownlie suggested that
Friends might be willing to help keep the café open by serving breakfasts during the week. If
you feel you can help please contact Sue.
Avril Silk advised us that the last date for copy for the Newsletter is November 30th.
18/92 Closing Minute
We thank Wellington Meeting for their hospitality. The Business Team will meet again on
Monday 3rd December at 7pm.

REMEMBRANCE DAY IN ILMINSTER

Ilminster Friends joined in the Remembrance day service in Ilminster and laid this wreath
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WHY DO WE HAVE QUAKER TRUSTEES? WHAT DO THEY DO?
The Religious Society of Friends in the UK does not have a hierarchy of priests, ministers etc to run it
like other religious groups, but it does have members who take on the essential tasks to enable the
Society members to meet and worship - clerks, elders , overseers and trustees.
Below is a simple answer to the questions above, based on the Handbook for Trustees of
Quaker Meetings. (In this context Meeting means Area Meeting.)
The advancement of religion is a charitable purpose. “Churches, such as the Religious Society
of Friends, meet the public benefit test through providing facilities to support their activities, including
provision of places of worship that are open to the public. Quaker Meetings are therefore regarded as
Charities for the advancement of religion.
“A Charitable Trust is an obligation, enforceable at law, which binds certain persons, known as
trustees to deal with the assets over which they have control, for the benefit of the charitable trust, and
for that purpose only.”
Trustees ensure that the Meeting and all its assets are administered in the interest of the
current, potential and future beneficiaries. Trustees must act prudently, in the interests of the charity
and within the law, on matters that include; finance, buildings, insurance, employment, Health & Safety,
Data Protection and Safeguarding. The work of the trustees therefore heavily involves finance and
property, much of it on a day to day basis. It is not practical for the whole membership of a meeting,
even one of the smallest, to carry out the responsibilities laid upon trustees of a charity, and so it is
advisable to appoint a reasonably small but representative group of Friends to act on behalf of the
Meeting (5-15 recommended).
Trustees should always be appointed as named individuals, by a minute of the meeting.
All decisions by trustees should be taken jointly, in the spirit of worship, and should be
recorded by a minute during Meeting. The trustees should be aware of the concerns of the Meeting,
always act with probity, seeking advice on any matters outside of their experience, and hold themselves
accountable to the members.
“Trustees should be members of the Society of Friends. Although long standing attenders may
appear to be well qualified for this role, it is unreasonable to ask an individual to take on these
responsibilities for a body that he or she does not feel able to join.”
“We are all called to participate in building a responsible and caring community. As with elders
and overseers, clerks and treasurers, some will be asked to take on a special care for this stewardship
for a number of years, acting as trustees of our Meeting. They take this role for a period and then
relinquish this service to others.”
So in legal terms the property and funds of each local meeting belong to Area Meeting even
though some may form a designated fund which may normally be available for spending only on the
work of the Local Meeting.
In conclusion: As your Area Meeting owns the buildings, they need maintaining, heating and
lighting and insuring against accidents, especially if they are rented out to other bodies. Meetings
without buildings need insurance, etc. This means that there needs to be a group dealing with these
matters on a regular basis. So, Area Meeting Trustees are appointed, by Local and Area Meetings, to
be responsible, with the Meeting Treasurer, for this. So that the Trustees can be fully aware of the
concerns of individual meetings it helps, but is not essential, if each local meeting has a member who is
a Trustee. Full Trustees meet three times a year, sub committees more regularly. Interested Friends
are always welcome.
Brian Collingridge
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TRUSTEES REPORT TO WEST SOMERSET AREA QUAKER MEETING
2018
The Trustees Annual Report and Accounts for the year to December 2017 were submitted to Quaker
Stewardship Committee (QSC) and the Charity Commission (CC) on time. They are available on the
website.
Trustees
We have met as a full Trustee body four times in the year, three scheduled meetings and one special
meeting with Taunton Meeting House Management Committee. The Property and Finance Sub-group
have met six times and the Policy and Communications group three times.
We continue to be supported by our QSC Link Friend Peter Morris, and Charles Henderson is
now our contact for the CC.
We are closing the year with the same eight members we started with. In spite of several
heartfelt pleas no new names have come forward. The situation is becoming urgent as we need to plan
the succession of Trustees in the coming years to prevent so many finishing their terms of office at the
same time that there are too few left for a legal body. Please do consider whether you might be able to
offer this service and ask us any questions you may have. Contact Margaret Stocks or Kathy Gollin or,
better still, talk to the Trustee in your own Local Meeting.
Local Meetings
Two Trustees attended a meeting on 29th July with Ilminster Friends, where Pip Harris, our Vibrancy
worker was also present. The meeting was to explore whether there was any possibility in the near
future of Ilminster Friends being able to purchase a property suitable for a new Meeting House. It was
stressed that too much time had already passed and a decision was required sooner rather than later.
In Wellington on 26th September some trustees, with Wellington Friends, met architects
Benjamin and Beauchamp to assess what might be done to make the Meeting House warmer and more
attractive to hirers. Their report has been received and is now being considered.
Taunton Local Meeting is considering changes to the warden’s employment at her request.
Taunton Meeting House has been valued at £1,200,000 for insurance purposes. This figure
has been queried as it is not in line with previous valuations.
Kathy Gollin and Margaret Stocks
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WEST SOMERSET AREA QUAKER MEETING STRUCTURE 2018

QUAKER JUNIOR GATHERING
Anya Moore (Faith Cartwright’s granddaughter) attended Quaker Junior Gathering at Leighton Park this
year for the first time. She has written a brief account of her experiences.
Before I went to summer school I did feel a little bit anxious about it. I would be spending a week with
people I didn’t really know and who undoubtedly knew a hundred times more about Quakerism. During
the event I felt welcomed and at home and made some very good friends that I am still in contact with. It
was a very friendly environment that made sure no-one was left out. By the end I almost didn’t want to
go home and was already excited for next year’s gathering!
The theme for the week whilst I was there was Quakers changing the world. Each day we had
a speaker come in to talk about what they did – be it peaceful protest, Quakers in politics or being an
ally to minorities – and then we would split off into base groups and discuss what we’d just heard. One
of my favourite speakers was a woman, who had previously gone to the same gathering when she was
young, who gave medical help to refugees coming into Greece and designed camps that were
specialised to teach them life skills.
One of the things I loved at the summer school was epilogue. Beforehand we’d all have
biscuits and drinks (my friends and I would often have tea) and then we’d move to either the old drama
hall or we’d have it outside. It was just a nice time to calm down and clear your mind and settle down
before going to sleep. There was nothing I didn’t like about going to this summer school and hope I can
go next year as it was such an enjoyable, positive experience for me.
Anya Moore
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THE LIFE OF TAUNTON MEETING
October 2017 – October 2018
A year of contrasts, of great ‘busyness’ and prayerful reflection, of celebration and, more mundanely,
having to deal with a few challenges and frustrations along the way…Yet through it all, the Meeting
House continues to be cherished and much appreciated by all who enter it; a welcoming and
inspirational place providing, for many, an oasis of calm in an increasingly troubled (and troubling)
world.
Attendance at Sunday MfWs is usually between twenty and thirty in the morning, and up to
seven or eight in the evening. Numbers in the evening may be small, but those attending – including
several who find it difficult to regularly get to morning MfW – greatly appreciate this time for worship and
reflection. And companionship too.
Our Children’s Meeting is thriving, and now meets on the fourth Sunday of each month. Our
young families bring a real ‘zest’ to our Meeting, for which we are grateful. Our occasions for ‘All Age
Worship’ are much enjoyed, by young and old alike!
Arrangements for shared oversight continue to work well, with small groups (now called ‘home
groups’) meeting on a regular basis throughout the year. These provide an opportunity for us to get to
know and support one another in ways both practical and spiritual.
At the end of June we recorded the death of Colin Wilson-Pepper, up until about two years ago
a regular attender at Taunton Meeting; his life was celebrated a few weeks later at a Memorial Meeting
in the Meeting House. In July we recorded the death of Kevin Wild, husband to our Friend Anne
Jackson-Wild. Family and f/Friends came together at Taunton Crematorium on 3rd August for a moving
celebration of Kevin’s life, followed by an informal get-together at Sheppy’s Cider. The following week,
on a happier note, some of us were able to witness the marriage of Martin Pratley and his partner Nikki I
Bristol.
‘Drop-in to silence’ continues each Thursday lunchtime and is well supported and enjoyed by
many local Quakers and a small but increasing number of non-Quakers too. It is a time for quiet
reflection, yes, but also an opportunity to catch up with friends over a cuppa! We are reminded that
laughter can be as healing as silence.
For much of each week the Meeting House is a real hive of activity. Rooms are hired out for a
wide range of purposes, e.g. counselling, yoga, community choir, and meetings of local groups and
societies. In November it was also one of the venues for the Taunton Literary Festival, with a screening
of the 1970 film ‘One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich’.
Thanks to the Elders, we continue to have a full programme of ‘meetings for learning’ and
study groups. The ‘New Economy’ Reading Group finished in January, and our study of Q F & P was
followed by a series of evenings to consider St Paul’s ‘Fruits of the Spirit’ – joy, love, peace, etc. In the
autumn we had two evenings on the theme ‘God, words and us’. A ‘Hearts and Minds’ group has
continued to meet, mainly in Wellington.
A ‘Dementia Awareness’ day was held in June, and a ‘Mental Health’ day in September, the
latter a joint venture between WSAM and Mid and North Somerset AMs. We also had two visits from
the Journeymen Theatre Company: in June (to coincide with World Refugee Day) we were treated to a
moving performance of ‘The Bundle’, commissioned by the Quaker Asylum and Refugee Network; while
at the end of September (during Quaker Week) they returned with a powerful show about Quaker nonviolent direct action, ‘And the Beat Goes On…’. Also in Quaker Week, the Kindlers held a study day at
the Meeting House on the theme ‘What Love requires of us’. And, though some of us might struggle
with the notion of ‘outreach’, we had a stall in the town centre one day during Quaker Week, while
earlier in September we had a presence at Freshers’ Fairs at Bridgwater and Taunton College.
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The Meeting House library is well stocked with many of the latest Quaker publications, and with a wide
range of other material, both Quaker and non-Quaker. Our reading has been enriched by donations
from several members of our Meeting, as well as a substantial book collection kindly donated by John
Gray of Ilminster Meeting.
The garden continues to give us much pleasure, and we are grateful to those f/Friends who
spend so much time caring for it. First attempts to establish a bee-hive were unsuccessful, but we hope
the bee keeper can be persuaded to have another go next year.
We are often reminded of the need to find ways to ‘act on our concerns’. A few of us are
involved with RAFT (Refugee Aid From Taunton), while others are actively engaged with ‘Taunton
Welcomes Refugees’, working as volunteers supporting Syrian families to build a new life in Taunton.
The Meeting House is a venue for both the Syrian Women’s Group and the ‘Syrian Forum’; our Meeting
is all the richer for such connections.
We continue to observe Hiroshima Day with a vigil in the High Street. In early September we
participated in a ‘walking vigil’ down the High Street in support of ‘International Day of Action on Climate
Change’. Through AM’s Earth Action Group we continue to discern what we could/should be doing to
reduce our damaging impacts on the environment. A special AM was held in May, organised by this
Group, while in October several Friends attended a local inter-faith ‘planet repair workshop’. Even the
smallest changes maybe symbolically important, yet can still be challenging to realise in practice – in
our Meeting, the switch from tea bags to loose tea is a case in point!
Our Meeting has continued to support Citizens UK (CUK), including work leading up to the
launch of a local ‘Chapter’ in Taunton in early 2019. Several Friends were involved in CUK’s ‘listening
project’ to identify major issues of concern to citizens in and around Taunton Deane, and then to
consider what practical steps we can take to address them.
The issue of homelessness, and especially rough-sleeping, is one that we have wrestled with
throughout the year. Between January and April, Sue Brownlie (Bridgwater LM) – with support from AM
and local Friends – organised a weekly Sunday-evening soup run for homeless people in Taunton town
centre, the soup being prepared in the Meeting House following evening MfW. Sue’s energy and
enthusiasm were an inspiration to us all.
We have regularly had homeless people sleeping in the Meeting House garden. Ground rules
have been negotiated, but occasional breaches of these have led to concerns for the safety of our
Warden, for our hirers, and for those tending the garden, or opening up the Meeting House for MfW –
particularly on winter evenings.
We want the Meeting House to be a welcoming place, open to all, but we also have a duty to
make it safe and secure for those who use it. The tension between ‘openness’ and ‘security’ can be
hard to resolve, but in our Meeting we continue to strive to discern, and then act upon, ‘what Love
requires of us’.
Simon Leach, Vicki Fairfax-Ross & Lynda Stewart
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EARTH ACTION GROUP NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2018

Standing up for climate justice. Photo: Mike Pinches for BYM
The Big Picture
The urgent need to take action on climate change was highlighted by the IPCC (Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change) report last week. It gives additional weight to what Quakers have been
saying and taking action on for some time, including at WSAQM area meetings in May and July. You
can read the Quaker response to this report at www.quaker.org.uk/news-and-events. which coincided
with an interfaith celebration of sustainability hosted by Quakers in Britain and Friends World Committee
for Consultation. (FWCC).
Gretchen Castle, General Secretary of Friends World Committee for Consultation, said:
As people of faith, we are motivated by a spiritual imperative to sustain life on earth. Quakers are
among those who recognise a personal and collective responsibility to take action so that the poorest
and most vulnerable people do not suffer as a consequence of our actions.
Tonight we are sharing learnings and celebrating our sustainability journeys across our diverse
faith communities. People of faith worldwide have the potential to achieve significant reductions in levels
of carbon and other greenhouse gas emissions. Together we call on the government to demonstrate
strong leadership and climate ambition to ensure a 1.5°C future.
And within our Area Meeting
Area Meeting at Spiceland on 21st July reviewed the Special Area Meeting held in May: “Joyful
Together: renewing Our Commitment to the Canterbury Commitment”. At that meeting the following
actions were agreed:
•
•

We ask Local meetings to bring forward a Sustainability Plan to a future AM in the spring of
2019.
Clerks will circulate to LMs a memorandum of resources.
o Spiceland LM has offered support and advice to other LMs in this endeavour.
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•
•

John Ainsworth has offered to coordinate a group interested in lobbying Taunton MP Rebecca
Pow .
Shelia Harvey has offered to convene an ’Inner Exploration Group’ (ref document - Report on
Special Area Meeting 19 May 2018)

Has Your Meeting started looking at your sustainability plan? Ideas that may help you
We hope that local meetings have begun this process and to facilitate this recommend looking at the list
produced by Eco Church which is available on their website
www.ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/eco-survey-non-saving-example
. There are 5 key areas:
- Worship and Teaching
- Management of Church Buildings
- Management of Church Land
- Community and Global Engagement
- Lifestyle
Several Taunton Friends were at the recent Planet Repair Workshop helping churches to look
at the Eco Church Award Scheme and Spiceland have already applied for this status but whether you
do or not, the issues are what is important. Please ask for support via Spiceland Friends or the Earth
Action Group.
Taunton Meeting will shortly be meeting to use the ideas from the Planet Repair Workshop in
developing their local plan.
You might also be interested in the chart of sustainable actions from Exeter Meeting that we
saw at the May Special Area Meeting and which is shown at the end of this newsletter
We hope that information on the other two area-wide groups will be circulated shortly but
please contact the individual coordinators if you would like to join them.
Offsetting
You can offset your unavoidable carbon emissions by supporting community carbon mitigation projects
in African countries through Climate Stewards
www.climatestewards.org
BYM Sustainability Gathering: hope and action
Ann Jordan from Minehead went to this over the weekend of 19th to 21st October as our AM
representative and we hope she can give a report back to Area Meeting but initially she will be telling
our group about it when we next meet. This was at Taunton Meeting House on 7th November at 5.00
Interesting events that happened during November
Wednesday 7th November. The Way Forward on Climate Change. Talk by Nikki Jones, a Bristol
based independent researcher on energy and climate change – sharing the good news as well as the
bad! Creative Innovation Centre (CICCIC, Taunton)
Tuesday 13th November Big Taunton Litter Pick organised by Somerset Wildlife Trust.
Tuesday 13th November. Climate Change in Somerset. Talk by Steve Mewes, Policy and Campaigns
Manager, Somerset Wildlife Trust. At St Georges Catholic School, The Mount, Taunton.
Saturday 1st December. Together for Climate Justice: March in London. Coinciding with the next UN
summit in Poland as follow up to Paris conference last year. info@campaigncc.org
11
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MEETING FOR SUFFERINGS REPORT
October 2018
Kathy Gollin attended as alternate. The Meeting welcomed young people representing their Area
Meetings. It is always a joy to have them with us.
The main items that would interest us here were the ones on Diversity and Inclusion in our
meetings, the progress of our commitment to Sustainability and the half-way report on the Vibrancy in
Meetings project, of which we in West Somerset are a part.
Edwina Peart spoke to us on the responses to the three questions sent to AMs last October.
She has had replies from just under half the AMs and I hope ours was one of them. She reported
preliminary findings that on the whole we are good at welcoming those of differing sexual orientation,
gender and age range but we need to work on issues of race and class. There may be barriers we raise
unconsciously. She said meetings do not need to reflect the communities they find themselves in but
the door should always be open. Sufferings will return to the subject in April next year, so there is time if
we have not yet responded. In our AM we are aware of efforts in several LMs to reach out to families,
whether in Children’s Meetings or in all-age worship, and we need to celebrate this widening of our
witness. There is a conference in Woodbrooke on the subject of diversity on 18-20th January to which
we should send representatives.
Sustainability continues to be something Sufferings struggles to grasp. Quaker Stewardship
Committee has been asked to require reports on progress from all Area Meetings as part of their
Trustees Annual Report and Accounts and to offer guidance on how this can be tackled. Our AM has
made a start by asking our LMs to tell AM of the measures they are taking to live more lightly on the
Earth. Sufferings will return to this in December.
The Vibrancy in Meetings project reports glowing reception of the efforts of all the regional
workers. The responses to the questionnaires at the half way point are being analysed. We have high
hopes that it will be rolled out nationally and properly funded. The final report and evaluation is expected
in June next year.
Kathy Gollin

LOOKING FOR A NEW HOME
Picture of Jordans Meeting House
and burial ground
By Joy Brand, signed, limited edition
colour print. Framed 65 x 52 cm
Available from Chris Lawson, who
regrets that he doesn’t have room for it
in his new home.
Donation to Purple Field Productions
suggested.
If interested contact
c2lawson@care4free.net

Chris

at
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WITH THANKS TO WSAQM
Some thoughts from Chris Lawson as he and Christina move away from our area to Lewes
I’ve been glad to be part of WSAQM for the past sixteen years and thank the AM for trusting me with
various involvements. It’s been good being in a small Meeting and AM after years of being in a big one.
Whatever the size I see four key aspects to being in a Quaker Meeting (or any other religious
group):
- Times for worship – for being aware of the wider contexts within which we live and have our
being, including that which we sense as beyond and yet within us.
- A framework of belief within which to make sense of life, death and living.
- A community in which to be supported, especially at crucial moments of life, and to which to
contribute.
- Opportunities to engage with and serve the wider world in which we are set.
For me, the Sunday morning hour of Meeting provides a regular time to take stock, to reflect, to
explore, to sense commitments, to be aware of others and their gifts and needs, to offer myself for the
next stages of my life. The Quaker framework of attentive quiet and words that come with compulsion to
share is of the greatest value and significance for me (usually!), but I gain from worship in other
churches (usually!) and have tried to be “prayerfully co-present”, as I heard it put once, with those of
different religious traditions from time to time.
The Quaker approach to Christianity roots my belief, the inner light as the on-going spirit of
Jesus whose witness and teaching still challenges and inspires. I regret that Friends too rarely these
days want to explore that thoroughly. The testimonies are key ways in which we want to show what our
beliefs mean in practice but they are the end-points, not the starting ones, of Quaker convictions.
The community of the Meeting is a place of receiving and giving. We are more fully human
through our interactions with others. The interplay of support and being supported through life’s joys and
sorrows, hopes and problems, ups and downs, varies from time to time as our needs and capacities
vary. Each local Quaker community is networked into ones in our area, country and the rest of the
world so those interactions are full of innumerable possibilities.
The roles we take on in the Meeting are needed for sustaining that community, be they as
clerk, overseer, trustee, tea-maker, fund-raiser or whatever. If we want to be able to get together for
Meeting for Worship, have a building of use to our local community, make a Quaker witness at the UN,
support those making the world more peaceful and give better lives to the many in need, then none of it
will happen without them being taken on.
Of course, time and energies available vary over time and we have to find what we can best do
at any one time. I have known people whose gift is just their steady commitment to the worship and
holding the silence and for whom the physical effort of getting to meeting is considerable. I have known
others full of energy whose vision and effort to bring a really worthwhile project to fruition means the
Meeting needs to free them for such service. And (as Paul pointed out) our gifts do vary – let those who
can fix the heating system, fix it, those who can keep the accounts, keep them and those who can run
quiet days, run them, but you’ll be lucky if the same person can do all of them.
In my experience, however, as I have taken on various roles in the LM and AM community my
worship, belief, and service have all been extended and deepened. It isn’t just that the jobs need to be
done to keep the Quaker show going, but in the doing of them we discover more of what being Friends
is all about. Thank you WSAQM for the opportunities you’ve given me and all good wishes for
continuing to do that for others.
Chris Lawson
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ONE SENTENCE AT A TIME
You believe in the love that passes all understanding.
I believe in love as best I can.
We both believe in love.
Let’s not get heated.
Your favoured trio of virtues are faith, hope and charity.
Mine – kindness, forgiveness and gratitude.
We both aspire to live good lives.
What is there to bicker about?
You yearn for firm ground to stand upon.
I look to go surefooted in whatever terrain I find myself.
We are both obliged to cut a deal with uncertainty.
Let us agree on that.
In Meeting you wait in silence on the Deity.
I wait in silence for whatever happens next.
We both wait in silence.
So why not just sit and listen to what the silence has to say?
But you believe in eternal life.
And I don’t believe in eternal life.
Let’s not even discuss the matter.
All too soon we will find out or we won’t find out.
As the case may be.
John Anderson
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ECOBRICKS
An Ecobrick is a plastic bottle packed to a set
density with used, clean and dry plastic to achieve a
building block that can be used over and over again.
Ecobricks can also be packed with other nonbiological un-recyclables that, uncontained, are toxic
to the environment (i.e. styrofoam, wires, small
batteries, etc.). Ecobricks are used to make modular
furniture, garden spaces, walls and even full-scale
buildings. Ecobricks are an exciting way that
individuals, communities, and companies can start
their immediate transition from plastic towards ever
greener harmony with the Earth’s cycles. I thought this might interest folk looking for more ways to
reduce their footprint on the world.
Dawn Hampshire

REPORT OF QUAKER LIFE REP COUNCIL
October 2018
This weekend at Woodbrooke was the most inspiring Rep Council that I have been to. Most of the major
roles during the weekend were taken by younger Friends, and children and babies also made their
presence felt. The theme was “ALL are welcome” and it was a really inclusive weekend.
Saturday morning was centred around how young Friends feel about their Quaker Meetings
and how being Quakers affects their lives. A video of the morning can be seen by following the link
below.
https://youtu.be/9bKz4RWspPY
Saturday afternoon was a chance to go to different workshops based around the theme of
making our Meetings more attractive to children and young people. I went to the one led by Alistair
Fuller on being prepared for children when there are none at your Meeting. My “light bulb moment” was
hearing him talk about Meetings welcoming children at any time rather than saying only on certain
Sundays or only with prior warning. Why can’t we have some toys and pens and paper just in case? It
would help to have a couple of Friends DBS checked so you are fully prepared.
If you have received the QLN Autumn edition on All Age Worship there is an interesting article
in there called No Children without Advance Notice. Or you can put Jolly Quaker into your search
engine and that should find the article.
On Saturday evening there was a choice of either attending a bonfire or watching a film. The
film was The Greatest Showman which seemed a strange choice until you realised that the people P. T.
Barnum had collected together for his circus all started out as outcasts in society and ended up
supporting each other like one big family. A real example of ALL are welcome.

Margaret Stenhouse
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WEST SOMERSET AREA QUAKER MEETING 2019 CALENDAR - DRAFT
AM start times are 10:15 for 10:30.
Worshipping Together starts at 10:30 unless otherwise notified.
Other meetings and events will notify their own arrangements.
Saturday January 26th

AM at Taunton

Sunday March 3rd

Worshipping Together at Burnham

Monday March 4th

AM Business Team meeting at Taunton

Saturday March ?

E&Os at ?

April

Saturday April 13th

AM at Wellington

May

Sunday May 19th

Worshipping Together at Ilminster

June

Monday June 3rd

AM Business Team meeting at Taunton

Sunday June 16th

Worshipping Together at Spiceland

July

Saturday July 20th

AM at Minehead

August

Monday August 5th

AM Business Team meeting (optional) Taunton

Sunday August 18th

Worshipping Together at Taunton

September 13-15th

Quaker Camp at Spiceland (contact Fran Hicks)

Saturday September 21st

Special Topic AM at Spiceland

Monday October 7th

AM Business Team meeting at Taunton

Saturday October ?

E&Os at ?

Sunday October 20th

Worshipping Together at Minehead

November

Saturday November 16th

AM at Taunton

December

Monday December 2nd

AM Business Team meeting at Taunton

January
February
March

September

October
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FRAGMENTS
Review by Huw Morgan of the concert held at the Minehead Avenue Methodist Church
on November 10th 2018 to mark the Centenary of the ending of the 1st World War.
A capacity audience at the spacious Minehead Avenue Methodist Church were looking forward to the
first performance of a new work for Orchestra, SATB Choir (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) and baritone
soloist entitled Fragments by Emily Feldberg. Since the concept of this new work was entirely novel,
neither a classic oratorio, opera nor miscellaneous concert, I shall let Emily Feldberg clarify the concept
in her own words as they appeared in the detailed programme.
“Marking the centenary of the ending of the First World War is a challenge. I wanted to compose
something that would reflect the huge variety of experiences of people caught up in it. Twenty seven
nations took part in the war: I have only represented two here. The resulting piece is a jigsaw of
fragments that come to us from World War One, in which I have tried to let the voices of German and
British participants speak for themselves”.
So the texts are variously English and German with the musical style of each Fragment reflecting the
chosen text. What comes through in the whole, though, is the similarity of the various emotions felt by
combatants on opposing sides.
My assumption was that the Minehead Male Voice Choir and the Minehead Street Choir
advertised in the programme were augmenting the larger choir assembled for the Fragments
performance. So I was surprised to see members of the Male Voice Choir take their place on the
staging and then (under their conductor Jackie Butterworth and pianist Monika Balloch) give a rousing
performance of that old Male Voice favourite, Stout-hearted Men. There then followed renderings of a
number of other pieces, of which Comrades in Arms and How Great Thou Art stood out.
After the stout-hearted comrades departed the stage, the Minehead Street Choir entered
(under the leadership of Nigel Neill) and entertained us with, among other songs, It's a long way to
Tipperary, Where have all the flowers gone and finishing off with an appropriate, Goodbye-ee. We
would hear from the two choirs later in the evening as each had a separate verse to sing of one of the
later Fragment's movements.
The Fragments work begins with a spoken reading giving us historical facts and statistics
about the First Word War. There would be three of these spoken readings throughout the piece which
would make us more aware of how the war was developing and its effect on the general mood of the
population.
The assembled musical forces for the evening with Nigel Perrin as conductor pressed on with
the first musical fragment of the evening, August 1914. The first words in the work, Lest we forget were
sung by the baritone soloist, Jamie Rock. He was joined by the specially assembled Choir in a
movement where the text was alternately German and English. Printing the whole libretto in the
programme, together with a translation of the German, was considerate indeed and added greatly to our
understanding and enjoyment.
The next movement sets the words of a very affecting poem by Alfred Lichtenstein, who was to
die in the first few months of the war. It is entitled Abschied – a song of parting – since the poet was
leaving for the front. The poem lends itself most appropriately, as Emily Feldberg set it as a Brahms lied
where the baritone soloist can readily demonstrate his accomplished lieder technique. To my mind,
there was no need for any contribution by the choir in this movement. The poem is entirely personal and
could have been treated as a lied throughout, making the last words of the poem Vielleicht bin ich in
dreizehn Tagen tot”(Perhaps in thirteen days I may be dead) all the more poignant.
The movement which follows is Lament which begins with a violent blood-curdling fortissimo
cry from the Chorus, Schmerz! Schmertz! (Pain! Pain!) This is without doubt the most memorable
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emotive outburst of the evening. I can still feel the bodily shock which that cry and those words
engendered in me.
The movement continues with lines sung in both German and English. The text is derived from
three sources: the diary of the German artist Kathe Kollwitz whose son was killed in 1914; from the work
of Vera Britten, whose fiancé was killed the day before returning to Britain for their wedding; from a
letter written by an Indian soldier recovering from his wounds in the Indian General Hospital in Brighton.
This Lament would be a recurring theme throughout the work reappearing twice again.
The Canary Girls which follows refers to the women munitions workers whose complexion
turned an indelible yellow due to the sulphurous atmosphere in the munitions works. There is an everpresent danger of maiming or death by explosion in these munitions works and indeed, in Silvertown in
East Ham, London, there was a huge loss of life due to this. But the women workers were earning very
good money indeed and that very fact relegated all dangers to the back of their minds. Reflecting this
attitude, the orchestral accompaniment to Canary Girls is jolly and jaunty and the text taken from the
poem Munitions Wages by Madeline Ida Bedford.
We are then treated to the second Spoken Facts which was read by someone very familiar to
all in our Area Meeting namely, Chris Lawson. And the reading was appropriately, Conscientious
Objection and resistance to conscription which was introduced in 1916. The movement following this
reading is also to do with conscientious objection and is entitled The knock on the door which is taken
from an article which appeared in The Friend. Tim Pettigrew from the chorus took the solo lines and the
orchestration here is reduced in order for the words better to get across to the audience.
The title of the next movement, Under A Cloudless Blue Sky, is taken from the start of an army
report of the battle of the Somme. We hear distinct orchestral dissonances here and there during this
movement reflecting the confusion of battle – most of the text here was written by Emily Feldberg
herself. The last sentence is written in a style typical of official army correspondence informing the next
of kin of a loved one's death.
We don't know where he died, where to find his remains but we know
he died peacefully and felt no pain under a cloudless sky.
Lament now makes its return, this time sung by the baritone soloist. The movement which
follows – Kuchen – is again to text compiled by Emily but relating a story told her by a relative, Anna
Fleisch, who in turn had heard it from her grandmother. I'll paraphrase the words of the Mothers of the
village: We too have sons who have gone to war but you are here and I can give this cake to another
mother's son. Three mezzo soprani sing as a trio for part of this movement and the orchestration
correspondingly reduced to bass strings and woodwind. Text again is a mixture of German and English.
Three Tommies, the next Fragment, is a setting of a poem found in the Wipers Times. Here we
hear juxtaposed descriptions of the horror of battle with the other main concern of the Tommies - an
obsession with their own football team. One of the Tommies is a certain Jack Miller whose name
conveniently rhymes with his football team Aston Villa. He is continually ribbed by a supporter of Notts
County - Jack Miller! I bet yer Notts County can beat Aston Villa. We hear again the Minehead Male
Voice and the Minehead Street Choir during this movement, when each takes a verse to itself. How they
fitted in to the already heaving chapel I shall never know.
The next spoken narrative is followed by Duty Alone, a reflection on the pointlessness of it all
felt by all soldiers at this late stage of the war. It is only duty that keeps soldiers of either side going.
One German soldier considers Es ist alles Schwindel (It's all a swindle) - the equivalent one supposes
of It's the rich what gets the pleasure ! It's the poor what gets the blame. Reflecting the universal mood
at this time, the orchestral accompaniment is a pedestrian tramp, tramp, tramp.
A baritone solo follows. The text is from the poem, Vale, by Roland Leighton – the fiancé of
Vera Britten mentioned earlier in this review – who was killed the day before returning home for his
wedding. The orchestration is pared down to cello and bassoon which emphasises the mood of
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melancholy. A beautiful and thoughtful rendering of the text by composer, soloist and instrumentalists
alike, ending on an open 5th chord – neither establishing major nor minor – not happy or sad but empty even spent.
Again, we are shaken to the core by the fortissimi Schmertz! Schmertz! from the full choir as
we hear Lament for the third and last time.
The final movement is Lest we forget. The men of the chorus intone, The great shadow is
lifted and peace has come. We hear Quaker and pacifist Corder Catchpool's words, sung by the
baritone soloist:
We are only justified in going on living if our futures manifest at every point
and at all times a heroism equal to those killed in battle.
Then the text is taken from the traditional lament of the German armed forces: Ich hat einen
Kameraden, Einen bessern findest du nit. (I had a comrade, You will find no better). The whole work
ends with a repetition of the words we heard at the commencement of the work an hour or so past.
Again they are entrusted to the care of the baritone soloist.
Lest we forget.
After a first hearing it would be a bold person who would predict that any new work has the potential of
becoming standard repertoire among choral societies. However, Emily Feldberg must be congratulated
most heartily, in the first place on her vision and impartiality in composing a work which encompasses
the attitudes and feelings of both sides in the 'War to end All Wars' and secondly, in creating a timely,
accessible, yet thought-provoking work on such an epic scale. Would it be possible to have a second
performance next year to mark 101 years since the Armistice I wonder?
Here's my favourite poem about feelings at the end of the war. So many war poets failed to
make it.
It's by Siegfried Sassoon and it's called “Everyone Sang”.
Everyone sang
Everyone suddenly burst out singing;
And I was filled with such delight
As prisoned birds must find in freedom,
Winging wildly across the white
Orchards and the dark-green fields; on – on – and out of sight.
Everyone's voice was suddenly lifted;
And beauty came like the setting sun:
My heart was shaken with tears; and horror
Drifted away........O, but Everyone
Was a bird; and the song was wordless; the singing will never be done.

(For those of us who were unable to attend the performance of Fragments, Huw Morgan’s‘ review
captures beautifully the profound experience of a remarkable event. Ed.)
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